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wasn't the basic Colorano design. 
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James Hoban stamp? Find out and the Ethereum blockchain 
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The One-Stop Web Site for First Day Cover Enthusiasts! 





Ir you like auctions, we offer a different 800 lot auction every 4 weeks. If you prefer 
to buy outright, our On-line Shopping area is the Net's largest. Currently over 80,000 
different items are available and growing. Log-on today to browse our auctions and 
shopping area, or enter our FDC Library to read up on a wealth of FDC information. 
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Here's how it works: Whenever you purchase something from 
our on-line shopping area, you will receive a merchandise credit 
equal to 10% of that purchase. We will e-mail you a quarterly 
certificate equal to 10% of the previous quarter's total purchases. 
For example, if you made 3 purchases in the previous quarter 
equal to $345.00, you will receive a credit for $34.50. It's that 
easy! Simply go to our retail shopping section and use it just 
like cash! Each quarterly credit certificate is good for 90 days. 


Buying & 
Consignment 





We are the leading buyer of U.S. First Day Covers. We will 
travel to view larger collections, and pay you on the spot. We 
are interested in better individual covers, specialized collections, 
cachet maker and dealer stocks, etc. A no-nonsense cash offer 
is just a call away. If an auction is more to your liking, we can 
offer you a world wide clientele second to none! 

Remember, be sure to take the same care when selling your 
collection as you did when building it. 


My Want List ”"" & 


This unique feature allows you to enter your want list 

















Visit our sister site 
www.FDCAuctionCentral.com 


electronically. By doing so, you will receive E-mail notifications 
from us when items matching your want list are first offered at 
our site! The unique feature to this service is that you modify 
your want list as it changes. Your advantage is receiving first 
refusal on material that interests you and being automatically 
enrolled in our Frequent Buyer Rewards Programs. 
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Raynham, MA 02767-1797 
http://www.jamesmccusker.com 


Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers 


A unique FDC interactive auction 
experience. Buy and sell. 

100 lots close every night 

and 100 new lots are offered daily! 
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Fax: 508-822-1230 
TOLL FREE: 800-852-0076 
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The President's Perspective by Lloyd A. de Vries 


FDC Exhibitionism 


early every time I have visited with a stamp collector, he or 
Маш pulled out a prized item to show me. We all take pride in 
our collections, whether it is earliest documented uses or our own 
hand-painted cachets, or something else. We want to show them to 
other collectors. 
First day covers are among the most visual of philatelic collect- 











ibles, and lend themselves well to exhibiting, including the formal 


Lloyd A. de Vries 


competitive exhibiting overseen by the American Philatelic Soci- 
ety. Ihere should be more FDC exhibits at World Series of Philately shows and others. 

Todd Ronnei has agreed to coordinate the AFDCSS exhibiting activities. The Society 
offers specialty awards for exhibits at its conventions and a general FDC award for other 
shows. Alan Warren, on his own, has been tracking how FDC exhibits do at major shows 
in the US, and asks past exhibitors to compete at Americover. Now we will have someone 
coordinating these efforts, as well as advocating for more ofus to join in the fun. 

And it is fun. I have been thrilled with the attention my "Weird Stuff" exhibit gets; the 
medal levels are secondary. At one APS StampShow, the very-valuable Z Grill exhibit was 
sitting in its secure display with no one looking at it. One hundred feet away, a cluster of 
people were looking at "Weird Stuff? Never mind the silver-bronze the judges awarded me, 
I felt as if I had won the show's Grand Award! 

Other exhibitors are more serious than I, and strive to present their FDCs and win top 
awards at the same time. We are seeing more gold medal winning FDC exhibits now than 
ever before. In fact, an effort is under way to have a first day cover class at the next interna- 
tional show held in the US, Boston 2026. 

By then, the coronavirus pandemic should be over. However, as I write this, we are still 
not sure whether the 2021 Great American Stamp Show, which includes our Americover, 
will be held this summer. The pandemic is taking longer to eradicate than expected, and 
the show-or-no decision will be based largely on health considerations. 

If the in-person show is not held, rest assured that the AFDCS will be а major part 
of the virtual (online) show that will be held in its place, in mid-August. That will be our 
official convention. We will hand out our annual awards for service, writing and cachet- 
making. We will hold our official meetings, seminars and social events, and we will have a 
good time. 

Even if we are convening in the Chicago area (specifically, Rosemont, Illinois) August 
12-15, I am certain a virtual option will be available for many events. While nothing beats 
an in-person gathering, some members cannot attend one, because of health, work or fam- 
ily obligations. Now we know there are alternatives. 

One way or the other, I hope to see all of you this summer. 2 
Жз president@afdcs.org 
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Experiencing First Days by Martin Kent Miller 


A New Experience 


In Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare tells his audience not to fear greatness: "Some 
are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon 'ет And 
so, following two of the bard’s examples (appropriating other's work for my own purposes 
and edifying an audience), I encourage you not to fear — some are born to change, some 
achieve change, and some have change thrust upon 'em. You just happen to fall in to the 
latter category. 

By now, you've figured out that I am making some changes to First Days. You probably 
didn't need my witty introduction to notice that this edition of the journal is different from 
the ones you've been receiving over the last few years. I also suspect you fell into one of two 
camps in reacting to the change. You either said, "Wow!" Or you said, “Why?” Naturally, I 
hope it was the former, but if you're questioning the wisdom of redesigning the magazine, 
allow me to explain and grant me some latitude. 

In my experience, editors lean toward either a design focus or an editorial concentration. 
Good editors balance the disciplines, but almost all have a discernable emphasis. My incli- 
nation is toward design and visual composition. I come by this partiality by means of per- 
sonality and education as a classical artist. I justify the preference by reminding us all that 
we are participants in a particularly visual hobby. While I strive for excellent scholarship and 
content, the impact of the visuals is often what pulls us into the stories that we read from 
these page. A picture truly can paint a thousand words. 

The world around us has changed. I know, no one needs me to restate the obvious. How- 
ever, the oft overlooked impact of that statement is that a lot of that change has resulted in 
good. Most of us have spent more time with the hobby over the last year. Many of us have 
discovered how to improve our collection (and production) through better use of technol- 
ogy. Some of us have noticed an even more meaningful transformation — there are more 
people interested and involved in the hobby. 

So what does all of this have to do with me redesigning First Days? 

If you've ever heard me speak or read one of my columns, you may have recognized my 
philatelic mantra: it's all about the experience. For some, the experience is finding a surprise 
cachet (see page 46), for others it is about being Cachetmaker of the Year (see the insert 
between pages 40-41), and still others are driven to exhibit (see the announcement on page 
12). But whatever the interesting being pursued, the responsibilty of First Days is to sup- 
port, encourage and enrich the experience. Hopefully, by me redesigning some aspects and 
refining other details, the magazine will motivate seasoned philatelists and cachetmakers 
while inspiring a new generation of collectors and exhibitors. Yes, it's a lofty goal but our 
worth is only as great as our ambition. 

Ihope you'll take time to explore, consider and absorb the changes you will find in this 
issue. I look forward to constructive feedback on how we can all deepen our enjoyment 
through this new expereince. %0 

5% editor@afdcs.org 
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P m! US Issue СоПесѓо 


Autographed FDC’s 
and Covers 
The bulk of our stock is FDC's 
signed by the designers and 


engravers. They have proved to pues 


Cachet Artwork 


Artmaster Archives: Amazing stock from 1948-2001 that has 
both the original Artwork used for the cachets and the metal 


Art Craft Archives: The artwork and plates being sold are from 


be very popular among the period between 1939 and 2002. 


exhibitors of FDC's and US 
issue collectors! Also included 


Colorano Silk Cachets: The Artwork is absolutely stunning! A 
price list is underway! 


on this list are covers signed by Jack Davis: Original Artwork from the 1970° and 1980’s. 


other notable individuals that are 
associated with issue such as 
Governors, dignitaries, other 
statesmen, Postmasters, heads of 
organizations as well as Artists, 
Athletes, Nobel Prize winners 
and Aviators. 

Price list available on request 


FDC'S? We Can Help! 


One of America's largest and varied FDC's 
stocks! Almost anything you might want 

e Unusual Printed Cachets 

е Hand Painted and Unusual Cachets 

e Foreign Destinations 

e Material you didn’t even know existed! 
Whether you are a beginner, an advanced collector 
or an exhibitor — contact us first for friendly, 
helpful, prompt service! All inquiries and want 
lists welcomed! 


Thinking of a new Scott number to collect or 
exhibit? We would be happy to guide you! 


Need common FDC’s in quantity for framing or 
gifts? Try us! 


We Buy! We buy all better FDC’s, Aerophilately 
and Postal History of the U.S. and the World. 


Kolor Kover: These cachets are on colored envelopes, and the 
artwork is lovely. Ask for your free price list! 

Ralph Dyer: One of the early cachet makers, we offer the 
original artwork used as a template for his hand painted cachets. 


Please inquire about your area of interest! 


Photo Essays and 
Autographed PB’s 


A significant portion of this material is 
from the estate of Sol Glass. Most of his 
material is extremely scarce. 

Photo Essays - Photo essays were 
photographed proposed designs of stamps 
that were never issued and often contain 
topical elements not found in the issued 
stamp. Approved photo designs are also 
listed and some are signed by the designer. 
Autographed Plate Blocks - These are mint 
plate blocks generally autographed by the 
designer, lettering and frame engravers. 
Also there are plate blocks that are signed 
by the famous individuals who inspired the 
issue. 


And Much More! 
Including: Photographs used for design, 
Souvenir Programs, Press Releases, Letters 
relating to the issue, USPS sheet pad and box 
issue labels, 20th century Fancy Cancels, 
Postal History, Errors and the unusual! 


Now Available! Enormous stock of better and unusual FDC’s organized by Scott # Want lists 


invited! Let us know what interests you! 


U.S. Dignitary Presentation Albums 
These specially prepared albums were given to dignitaries, prominent legislators, and high postal 
officials and were produced in very small quantities. Presented by postal authorities, each contains a 
sheet of the newly released stamps or postal stationery. Earlier issues (the 1950’s into the 1960’s) were 
autographed by the PMG. In addition, the name of the recipient is inscribed in gold or silver on the 
cover. Many contain an accompanying letter specially related to the issue which will be noted. Most for 
1988-2009 were presented to (Ret) Congressman, Gary Ackerman 


Henry Gitner Philatelists, Inc. 


53 Highland Ave., P.O. Box 3077, Middl 


er@hgitner.com • http://www. hgitner.com 





Society News 


Great American Stamp Show Update 


by Scott English 


Planning, Waiting, and Hoping 

Writer and cartoonist Allen Saunders said, "Life is SHOW INFO 
what happens to us while we are making other plans.” 
The quote is wrongly attributed to musician and stamp 
collector John Lennon, who helped make the line fa- 


| ' à ao . BR : 
mous in the song, Beautiful Boy. It's an appropriate ling X OMERIEAN Ж 
when planning for the Great American Stamp Show in GT ws 

eat Pin | STAMP, SHOW 
2021. We're making plans, but life is happening. E * 
The Great American Stamp Show will be held 

August 12-15, 2021, at the Donald E. Stephens Con- Great American 
vention Center in Rosemont, Illinois. Were proud to Stamp Show 
partner with the AFDCS and the American Topical DATES: 
Association (ATA) again this year. Since 2018, the August 12-15, 2021 
APS and ATA have jointly-sponsored the show, with ene 


the AFDCS joining in 2020. The partnership has been 
an overwhelming success. Although the pandemic Donald E. Stephens 
forced us to cancel GASS in 2020, the APS, ATA, and Convention Center 
AFDCS put together the Virtual Stamp Show. Rosemont, Illinois 

Our APS/ATA/AFDCS partnership continues in 
2021 and beyond for the Great American Stamp Show. INFORMATION: 
GASS is not just any stamp show; it's the largest annu- www.stamps.org/ 
al show in the United States. We expect between 3,000 greotamerncan: 
to 5,000 attendees over four days with more than 120 stamprshow 
dealers and 1,000 exhibit frames for this show. Coor- 
dinating setup, scheduling events, and all the show preparation is a significant undertaking 
and requires months of planning. The pandemic adds an element of uncertainty, further 
complicating our plans. 


Our Obligation 

Stamp shows are an excellent opportunity to learn, buy, and socialize, and the Great 
American Stamp Show is one of the best occasions for all of these elements. For the show 
to be successful, we have to organize a financially viable show for dealers and our respec- 
tive organizations. Travel restrictions, group size restrictions, slow vaccine rollout, and 
overall confidence in attending the show. By the time we decided not to hold GASS 2020 
in Hartford, 40 percent of our registered attendees had canceled their hotel reservations. 


What Don’t We Know? 
At the time of this writing, we continue to see high case rates around the country. Two 
vaccines have been approved, and at least one more is on the horizon. Distribution has 


LOCATION: 
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"libe no other dealer” 


Offering Commemorative Postal Cover Cards since 1970 
Р.О. Box 20005, Brooklyn, New York 11202-0005 
email: tellappel@aol.com | Web: www.postcardcovers.com 





APPROVAL AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE AVAILABLE - INQUIRIES INVITED 


ELECTION 2020 
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This Cover Card Speaks for itself. An Election America will never forget. Features the Trump's and 
Biden’s casting their votes. USPS Delivery Vehicle + Washington Post Headline of continued counting. 
Hand Cancelled Washington, DC 11/3/20 franked with WOMEN VOTE Commemorative ........... $10 


2020 COVID WORLD SERIES 








EXCLUSIVE: October 27th, 2020 Arlington, Texas - Globe Life Field ree defeat Tampa Bay 
Rays 3-1 in Game 6. Cover Card features highlights along with six game stats. Franked with Celebra- 
tion Commemorative and Hand Cancelled 10/27/20 Arlington, Texas. A must for all sports enthusi- 
asts. Extremely, limited quantity, нне $10 


PANDEMIC - USNHS COMFORT ARRIVES 




















Under the watchful eye of Lady Liberty the U.S. Hospital Ship COMFORT enters New York Harbor 
to begin treating victims of the dreaded COVID-19 (Coronavirus). Cover Card is Hand Cancelled 
March 30%, 2020 NYC (morning of arrival) with corresponding NY Times front page .................. $10 





been slower than projected. Recent announcements to increase distribution show prom- 
ise, but the target vaccination rate is 300 million Americans, and that will take time. There 
are also now confirmed cases of variants from South Africa, Brazil, and the United King- 
dom in the United States, and experts are not clear how that will affect vaccine success. We 
expect the picture will be more apparent in the coming weeks and months. 


What We Do Know 

Inlate January, Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker extended group size restrictions of 50 or 
less statewide through early June. The state is currently under a "Resurgence Mitigation 
Plan" comprised of three tiers. Once each area exits Tier 1, they return to the "Restore П- 
linois" Phase 4. According to Illinois’ plan, convention centers cannot operate until Phase 
5. The operators of the Donald E. Stephens Convention Center hope to see operations 
resuming “sometime in the summer.’ At this point, there is no way to be sure of how things 
will go. We continue to communicate with local officials and convention center staff for 
updates and planning requirements. 


When Will We Know? 

Right now, all three organizations meet on a biweekly basis to plan and assess the latest 
updates. We will continue to proceed with all planning possible through March when we 
will make a decision. We must be confident we can move ahead at that point for the show 
to be successful. 

If we're unable to proceed with an in-person show, we will return to another Virtual 
Stamp Show for 2021. Over the past year, we have all waited patiently for things to return 
to normal. While we'e not there yet, we will not allow the pandemic to keep us at home. 
All three organizations have risen to the occasion to offer great chats, live learning events, 
and a virtual stamp show to keep the hobby vibrant in these challenging times. We will 
continue to serve collectors safely and with great energy. Adversity has strengthened our 
collecting community's bonds, and the future is brighter than ever as a result. 


Scott English is the Executive Director of the American Philatelic Society. He is also a proud member 
of the American First Day Cover Society. You can contact Scott at scott@stamps.org. 


Lawrence Wins AFDCS 2019 FDC Writing Award 

Well-known philatelic writer Ken Lawrence is the winner of 
the American First Day Cover Society's Philip H. Ward Award for 
excellence in writing about first day covers. His American Philate- 
list article, "Which Items Franked with 1913 Parcel Post Stamps 
Are Authentic U.S. First Day Covers?" in the August 2019 issue, 
was the unanimous choice ofthe judges for the 2019 calendar year. 

The article also won the 2019 Barbara Mueller Award spon- 
sored by the U.S. Stamp Society for the best article published that 
year in American Philatelist. 

The first runner-up was Ralph Nafziger, for "Wisconsin Ter- 
centenary Issue" in the May-June issue of First Days, the official journal of the AFDCS. 





Ken Lawrence 
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Anthony Dewey was second runner-up, for "On the Trail of Grant and Lyon" in the March- 
April of First Days. 

The award is named in honor of Philip H. Ward (1890-1963), the distinguished Phil- 
adelphia stamp collector, dealer and journalist who was a pioneer in the field of first day 
covers. The award was instituted by the AFDCS in 1964. All articles appearing in First Days 
are automatically considered for the award; articles in other publications may be submit- 
ted for consideration. 

This is the third time Lawrence has won the Ward Award. In 1989, he was one of five 
authors contributing to a symposium on FDCs in The United States Specialist. He also won 
for his 1996 three-part series "First Day Covers in Earliest Usages,’ which also was pub- 
lished in American Philatelist. His monograph First Day Covers of 1918 Air Post Stamps — 
Or Are They? was published by the AFDCS in 2018, and is available for sale on its website 
in its Marketplace/Handbooks section. 


Exhibiting Chair Appointed 

Тһе American First Day Cover Society has chosen Todd Ron- 
nei, a gold-medal exhibitor himself, to coordinate its exhibiting 
programs and promote FDC exhibiting. 

Ronnei was awarded the Reserve Grand and a Large Gold 
\ F . medal for his U.S. Winston Churchill (Scott #1264) exhibit at 
the AFDCS’s Americover 2018 and at Minnesota Stamp Expo 
in 2018. He has a number of other FDC exhibits, including the 
1967 Urban Planning stamp (Scott #1333) and 1970 Fort Snel- 
ling stamp (Scott #1409), and is the Exhibit Chair for Minnesota Stamp Expo, a World 
Series of Philately show. 

Ronnei and his family live in a Minneapolis suburb. He has been the AFDCS.org web- 
master for a number of years and also served on its board of directors, five years as its 
chairman. He is employed as a paralegal. 

The AFDCS presents unique awards in special categories at its Americover shows, cre- 
ated by Kerry Heffner, and Randy Smith distributes a general AFDCS award to shows 
upon request. "Todd will pull together these efforts, while adding others and encouraging 
more FDC collectors to try their hand at exhibiting,’ said AFDCS president Lloyd A. de 
Vries. 

The exhibiting chair is a new position for the AFDCS. Kerry Hefner will continue in his 
role handling exhibits and awards for exhibiting. 





JAM 


Todd Ronnei 


New Column in Linn's 

Beginning in the Feb 1, 2021 issue, Linn’s Stamp News will begin a new column, “Ех- 
ploring Astrophilately.’ The column will be published six times per year and is a reflection 
ofthe renewed interest in Astrophilately since the SOth anniversary ofthe Apollo 11 Moon 
landing. The initial focus will be the basics of astrophilately, but the scope will expand 
to include current news and specialty topics. The column is written by Charles "Chuck" 
Vukotich, a noted specialist on Space Craft Covers, and many other aspects of astrophilat- 
ely. Mr. Vukotich is a director of the space topics study group, as well as associate editor 
of The Astrophile. 
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Original art, hand d: ith 
Г Anon E Mouse Cachets oe nee cine soe 


or with computer mouse since 1982. 


OVERSTOCK PACKET SALE 


Iam selling excess duplicates at bargain prices in packets of ten, all one design. 
Use these for your latest creative projects such as: adding stamps for combo covers, 
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AFDCS 2020 Cachetmakers Contest Announced 

Тһе 2020 AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest rules and entry form have been released by 
the Society. An insert with all pertinent details is available in the centerfold of this issue of 
First Days. 

The deadline for entry is April 16, 2021 and the competion is open to members of the 
AFDCS. Youth cachetmakers need only be related to an AFDCS member. The entry fee 
for adults is $5 if the cover is donated to the Society, or $10 if the cachetmaker wants the 
FDC returned. 

The categories include hand-painted with no mass production of any kind; hand-col- 
ored; computer-produced; one-color; event (not first-day) covers; Rookie of the Year and 
two age groups for young cachetmakers. There is also the top award, which cites what the 
three judges feel is the best cachet submitted in the entire contest, regardless of the media 
used. 

Winning cachets from past years сап be viewed online at www.afdcs.org/contest/ca- 
chetcontest.html. 


Fluegel the Subject of Awarding-Winning Article 

Steven А. Altmans article, “Al Fluegel and the Missing 
“685” has been selected to receive the Walter W. Hopkinson 
Memorial Literature Award, and both the Collectors Club of 
Sarasota Award for Treatment and a Large Vermeil in the Sara- 
sota National Stamp Expo literature competition. 


Тһе Walter W. Hopkinson Memorial Literature Award is 
presented for the best article or series of articles published in 
The United States Specialist. The award is presented annually and 
consists of an engraved plaque and honorarium. This year, the 
award will be presented during the Society's annual meeting at 





Steven A. Altman 


NOJEX in October 2021. 


“АІ Fluegel and the Missing '68s" appeared in the June edition of The United States 
Specialist and in the May-June issue of First Days. Congratulations to Steven on these rec- 
ognitions of his work. 


Closed Albums 


Former APS vice president Alan Parsons of Elmira, New York, died of COVID-19 at 
age 92. He was a collector and exhibitor of United States first day covers and postal histo- 
ry. Al often shared rides to major shows with Elwyn and Anne Doubleday, and helped at 
their table. He gave a presentation at the 2012 Postal History Symposium in Bellefonte on 
postal history of the infamous Elmira ("Hellmira") Union prison camp in the Civil War. 

Although not a member at the time of his death, Alan was a long-time AFDCS mem- 
ber, a regular donor to the AFDCS (usually $500 a year), and a regular attendee at Ameri- 
cover (as recently as 2017 in Independence, Ohio). I remember driving Alan and his wife 
(along with Pete McClure) to the Sunday night post-convention dinner. Alan was a close 
friend of our late editor Al Starkweather; I suspect the two are now having a LENGTHY 
conversation together. 
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The Great Britain Covers Corner by Michael Dodd 





Birds of a Feather 


GPO 
COMMEMORATIVE 
COVER 

BRITISH BIRDS 
PICTORIAL ISSUE 





Figure 1. 1966 British Birds. 






шаскажо 





thought I would present something a little different іп this edition of The Great Britain 
Covers Corner. A selection of covers with a theme, a topical selection. And, as you will 
see, the theme is birds. I believe this is a very popular topical subject and one Great Britain 
and Royal Mail provide ample opportunity for collectors to enjoy and collect. This not 
only includes the stamps, but also the postmarks. While throughout I mention and show a 


few ofthe special postmarks for the first day of issue covers, 
there are usually far more that can be collected. Readers 
wishing to learn more can refer to the Royal Mail British 
Postmark Bulletin. The bulletin provides postmark infor- 
mation such as the April 7, 2017 edition which includes 
the Songbirds postmarks referred to later in this article. 

My first set of stamps is from the 1966 British Birds 
issue (Figure 1). This was a set of four stamps issued se- 
tenant in blocks of four. A rather lovely selection and, as 
far as I know, the first Great Britain stamps on the subject 
of birds. But it was just the beginning of a trend. The is- 
sue presents more than just one FDC opportunity as there 
was a special handstamp (postmark) from the Philatelic 
Bureau, as well as private collector covers with other local 
postmarks, including Manchester, Liverpool and Bour- 
nemouth. 
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The next birds issue came 14 years later in 1980 with the Centenary of Wild Bird Pro- 
tection Act issue. This was again just four stamps and, perhaps in the eyes of many, one of 
the most beautiful of any bird stamp issues. With issues from many nations, there are thou- 
sands of bird stamps from which to chose. This issue had the official postmark from the 
Philatelic Bureau in Edinburgh this time although once again collectors can find various 
local postmarks created by private collectors as in the example in Figure 3 from Hounslow, 
a suburb of London. 












16 JAN 1980 


%, a 
MASON, as 





British Birds 


POST OFFICE FIKST DAY COVER 





Figure 3. 1980 Centenary of Wild Bird Protection Act. 


Of course, by now other privately produced covers were starting to appear on the phil- 
atelic scene as the interest in first day covers was increasing. 

This is one I thought worth showing from the Wildlife Trust (Figure 4). If you do some 
research you are likely to find in excess of 20 different covers and postmarks for this issue 
alone. 


OFFICIAL COVER 


Bertram (А санау мен| 24/20 Hh бен, Нурча. Kent ha BOCS | 7 





Figure 4. 1980, The Wildfowl Trust. 
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When was the next birds on stamps issue? Well, this time nine years later in 1989 with 
the Centenary of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds issue. Another four-stamp 
issue and again a rather stunning design with some beautiful images of four not so common 
birds. 

This issue has two special Royal Mail First Day of Issue postmarks recorded in the Stan- 
ley Gibbons Concise Catalogue. Тһе regular Philatelic Bureau Edinburgh postmark and a San- 
dy Bedfordship postmark (Figure 5). For the future issues I will show, I will generally only 
refer to the postmarks included in the SG Concise Catalogue, although there are many more 


to be collected. 





* 


T 
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*., e % S 
B I RD S ? JAN 1909" 7? JAN 498" 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY 
FOR THE PROTECTION 
OFBIRDS 
ROYAL MAIL 


FIRST DAY COVER 


Figure 5. The Centenary of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds issue with the "Sandy Beds" postmark. 


As I mentioned earlier, there are many privately produced covers and as the years go by 
it seems more are created. In Figure 6 is a cover from the Outer Hebrides and the beautiful 


island of Benbecular in Scotland — one that I simply must show. 





BIRDS 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY 
FORTHE PROTECTION 
OFBIRDS 


ROYAL MAIL 
FIRSTDAY COVER 


Figure 6. Centenary of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds with the Benbecular cancel. 
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The next Great Britain issue I can find that shows birds is the 1993 anniversary of the 
Abbotbury Swannery issue. A set offive stamps with four showing various images of swans. 
Actually, a lovely place that I know quite well as it is very close to where my brother lives 
in the UK. But I will pass on showing image of this issue as I am trying to keep to specific 
bird issues. 

We can find the next issue in the 1996 SOth Anniversary of the Wildfowl and Wetlands 
Trust issue. This issue has paintings of birds by C. F. Tuncliffe, an internationally-renowned 
naturalist painter of British birds and other wildlife. 

There were five stamps in the issues and again two special postmarks referenced in the 
SG Concise. The regular Edinburgh Philatelic Bureau canceland also a Slimbridge Glouces- 
ter cancel (Figure 7). I might add here, if you have never been to Slimbridge it should be on 
your bucket list as it is a rather lovely place to visit. 


-Slimbridge ^c 
жаі 








fF" 

= 2: J У 4 = 
E. Slimbridge =" 

S mier 





0112 


50 Years of the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust First Day Соуег месоху: PO 8x 5: Watford 


Figure 7. Slimbridge cancel with the 50th Anniversary of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust issue. 


Now the collector can start to be challenged with various printings of the many first 
day covers that were produced, not only by Royal Mail but also by other specialist cover 
producers like Benhams for the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust (Figure 6) and many others. 
There are far too many to show here, so let us move on to the next birds issue. 

With only seven years between issues, the 2003 Birds of Prey stamps were released as 
a set of ten stamps, up from the previous five. The se-tenant design is interesting with five 
stamps showing birds in flight at night and then five stamps showing the birds in daylight. 
One stamp to look out for in this issue is the Barn Owl (Scott #2087) which was also print- 
ed in brownish grey and with missing phosphor. It has a rather nice SG Catalogue value of 
£2250, although it is not listed in my Scott Volume 3. 

There are again two special cancels from Royal Mail in the SG Concise Catalogue al- 
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though many more from both the established first day cover producers and private organi- 
zations and collectors are available. 

The Royal Mail covers (Figure 8) were canceled from the Edinburgh Philatelic Bu- 
reau at Tallents House as it was then known, and there was also a special handstamp from 
Hawkshead, Ambleside in the UK Lake District. 





BIRDS OF PREY 




















Figure 8. The 2003 Bird of Prey issue with an Ambleside postmark. 


By 2007, Royal Mail had another bird-themed issue. This time the Action for Species 
(1st Series) issue. The topical collector was certainly not short of bird issues to enhance 
their collection. This issue again had ten stamps but this time the issue came in a block of 
ten, and there were again two special postmarks referenced in the SG Concise Catalogue. 
Тһе first was the usual Tallents House postmark and the other, a Dartford postmark (Fig- 
ure 9). 




















Figure 9. 2007 Action for Species (1st Issue) canceled in Dartford. 
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You may be wondering why a Dartford cancel. 

The Dartford warbler is one of the UK's rarest birds and is one ofthe birds shown in the 
issue. The stamps are presented to help examine how the UK's endangered species are on 
the road to recovery after years of serious decline. The warbler was recognised as a British 
bird in Dartford in 1773, but there had been none there for more than a century since the 
area was developed. 

The collector of birds on stamps now has to wait another ten years before the next GB 
issue to add to their collection. This time, the 2017 Songbirds issue, Figure 10, and again 
a series of ten stamps issued in two se-tenant strips of five stamps with two special Royal 
Mail postmarks, one from Tallents House and the other from Warbleton, Heathfield in 
East Essex. The stamps were designed by Osborne Ross, a London-based design company, 
and illustrated by Italian wildlife artist Federico Gemma, who is well-known for her bird- 
themed watercolors. 











Figure 10. The 2017 Songbirds issue with a Warbleton postmark. 


Only one year passes and we have another set often stamps and again in two se-tenant 
strips of five. This is the owls issue of 2018 issued to commemorate, as Royal Mail de- 
scribed them, “Owls are among our most iconic bird species, with their soundless flight 
and eerie calls, and our new stamps celebrate their beauty.” 


Every state 
has a story 
to tell. 


Hand painted by 


The ones you keep. 


2312 11th St. Port Neches, TX 77651 
409-999-1234 


cachetpainter@gmail.com 
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Figure 11. The 2018 Owls issue with the especially appropriate 
Hooton postmark (inset). 


The images are in fact photographs. Each of the photo- 
graphs features either a juvenile or fully-grown owl pictured 
in its natural UK habitat and facing into the camera. With 
more than 200 species of this nocturnal bird of prey in ex- 
istence, there were certainly plenty of owls from which to 
choose. Тһе five featured species each live in the UK for at 
least part of the year and, despite being a largely solitary and nocturnal bird, are easily rec- 
ognized by their distinctive features. 


Ж ` 
Ves ya ® 











IRDS OF PREY 


Royal Mail First Day Cover Roya Mail Talents House 21 South Gyle Crescent! Edinburgh ЕНІ? 9PB 


Figure 12. The 2019 Bird of Prey issue. 


24 First Days * January — February 2021 


Why the Hooton postmark? Your guess 
is as good as mine, perhaps! Because they 
“hoot,” of course. 

Finally, we have the 2019 issue for the 
Birds of Prey shown in Figure 12. This is 
another set of ten stamps in two se-tenant 
strips of five. Royal Mail again use photo- 
graphs for this issue and, like the 2003 Birds 
of Prey issue, they show five birds in flight 
and five close-up. Each of the ten birds was 
individually photographed by well-known, 
leading British animal photographer Tim 
Flach, at the International Centre for Birds 
of Prey in Gloucestershire. 

I think towards the end even the most 
dedicated collectors of birds on stamps 
could be forgiven for thinking, what next? 
During the 30 years from 1966 to 1996, 
there were four issues with 17 stamps. From 
then until 2019, that is 23 years, we have 
seen 50 stamps in five issues, and 30 of those 
in the three years 2017 through 2019. One 
may wonder if this is too much. 

For the record, I have only included the 
regular commemorative stamp issues. I have 
excluded the Post and Go Birds of Britain 
issues of 2010 (lst series, eight stamps), 
2011 (2nd series, eight stamps), 2011 (3rd 
series, eight stamps), 2011 (4th Series, eight 
stamps), and the 2012 Christmas Robin is- 
sue (ten stamps, excluding type differences). 
From all that I have read, there are not, at the 
moment, any plans for a birds issue in 2021. 

I hope you have found this examination 
helpful. If there are topics you would like 
to see covered in The Great Britain Covers 
Corner, please email me at the address be- 
low. 

For 2021 postmark details available, you 
can visit Royal Mail here: www.royalmail. 
com/sites/royalmail.com/files/2021-01/ 
rm07652-postmark-bulletin-jan.pdf. %0 


Из cddstamps@gmail.com 
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First Days In-Sites by Steve Swain 


Rochester Philatelic Association 







his is the fourth in a series of columns devoted to the web- 
sites of AFDCS chapters. 

As one of the oldest philatelic clubs in the United States, the 

Rochester Philatelic Association (RPA) was formed by thirteen 

stamp collectors on March 12, 1913 in the spirit of sharing their 
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common interest in philately. Current membership has grown to 
98, with members residing in nine states and Canada. The RPA 
is American Philatelic Society Chapter #0207-019273, American 
Topical Association Chapter #84, and American First Day Cover Society Chapter #69. 

I began my viewing of ће RPA website (www.rpastamps.org) by selecting RPA Histo- 
ry & Archives from the sites home page main menu expecting to find only brief and curso- 
ry information about the club. But I remained on that page for over an hour immersed in 
the rich and extensive history of the club, complete with links to hundreds of newspaper 
articles, photos, and related ephemera from the RPA archives. And that history extends 
well beyond basic “club news.” The RPA has had an admirable association and partnership 
with numerous national shows, anniversaries, and stamp releases. The club's archive mate- 
rial was a true joy to view. 

The site's home page menu offers twenty-three selections, each with a jump to a well-de- 
signed, colorful, easy-to-use page. The club's website earned a Silver award in the American 
Philatelic Society’s annual website competition in 2012 and 2013. And the reason for the 
high awards is obvious. Expected pages for membership details, meeting information, and 
RPA Officers are complemented with pages presenting some of the most extensive and 
fascinating philatelic material I have seen on a philatelic club's website. 

The club has a group of mem- 
bers who produce first day and com- 
memorative covers and it is on the 
RPA Covers page that you will find 
hundreds of high-resolution images 
of such covers — some are for sale. 
The Rochester Postal History page is 
titled Rochester Postal History Sam- 
pler providing a “way to introduce 





you to Rochester related philately” 
Quite the contrary. The page is much more than a "sampler? As with the RPA Covers page, 
the postal history offering has images of hundreds of covers encompassing a full range of 
postal history topics, from stampless covers to auxiliary markings to private carriers to 
event covers. Click on any image to be presented with an enlargement of that cover or a 
special cover element. 
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Also for the postal history enthusiast, the Rochester Advertising Covers page com- 
mendably satisfies its description as being dedicated to demonstrating Rochester as a "city 
of business” that transformed the area into New York's third largest metropolis between 
1850 and 1925. Simply scroll down the page to view the 953 covers, many with multi-col- 
or, expertly designed cachets, and some of the "all over" variety. Alternatively, click an al- 
phabet letter at the top of the page to jump to the group of covers having that as the first 
letter in the advertising company’s name. If you are looking for a collection check list, the 
page allows you to download an Excel file presenting information about the covers: Com- 
pany s address on the cover, current day address, business type, year, and additional notes, 
ifany. 

A clever, additional page feature * , "^ - ò « hE S 
utilizing Google Maps isselectinga _ " . - 
group of company names for the ad- ~ 
vertising covers, e.g., A-E, and being 






taken to a map where you can click | (ойну GI Ma 
on a current address symbol for the 1 | Scene 
в ы EE 

- e + mane ч rcs. Bast Park 2 o (xj d ~ 


Type nurserymen 


company. You then use your cursor 
to expand the map to see the precise 
current day location for the company. [S333 terse: 
Choosing Member Presentations, | 
Exhibits, Articles from the site's main ^8 ресе (Отит ortrom omer source E 
menu will present 121 offerings ac- | 72e% Pa зш 
cessed via a web link or downloaded 
in PowerPoint or Adobe PDF formats. View RPA member submissions in categories such 
as US, Worldwide, Thematic, Hobby Interest, and Postcards. I had fun with Quizzes where 
you can test your philatelic knowledge viewing several quiz presentations created by RPA 
members. 
Lastly, but certainly significantly, 
the superior RPA Newsletter, Hing- 


H i n ges & To n gs es and Tongs, is available for view- 


ROCHESTER PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, INC ing via Newsletters (Hinges and 
P.O. Box 10206, BRIGHTON STATION Tongs) from the site's main menu. 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14610-0206 
There you will find newsletter is- 
sues beginning in 1967 through the 
current January 2021 issue. The PDF files you open will show the newsletter in its black 
and white format until the second issue of 2007 when the newsletter adopted a full-color 
scheme. The image-rich articles encompassing a wide range of topics are fascinating and 
educational. 

Whether or not you are interested in Rochester philately, I encourage you to spend 
some time with the RPA website. I am confident that the sites numerous philatelic avenues 
and offerings will afford you hours of enjoyment and education. Kudos to the RPA for an 
exceptional club website. 96 

йз steve.swain9@gmail.com 
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Covering the Youth Field by MaryAnn Bowman 





A Simply Divine Presentation 


PACIFIC 97 


First Day of Issue 





"n D avid Devine, 15, of Janesville, Wisconsin, created a PowerPoint 
| presentation as a part of a school honors history class project. 
The topic was "Communication in the United States." Initially, it was 
written as a paper, but he then created a presentation to go along with 
it. Almost 40 slides in length, it explores Ben Franklin as America's 
first postmaster using a combination of stamps and mostly covers to 
David Devine, cre- tell the story. 
2. 2. The title page begins with а first day cover by Collins for the 2016 
presentation. Classic US Stamps issue portraying Ben Franklin. The next slide fea- 
tures the US block of four 39-cent stamps depicting Franklin as states- 
men, scientist, printer and postmaster. 
Тһе story continues with an illustration 
of a 1-cent Franklin news wrapper dating 
to the early 1900s. It is addressed to the 
Chief Post Office Inspector in Washington 
DC, a position originally created by Frank- 
lin. 





The remaining slides show a variety of 
both first day and commemorative covers 


son bh 


that move the Franklin story forward. For esigned and built by Franklin, Through tho arch he mies 
example, slide 4 is a FDC for the 1985 Of- 
ficial Mail stamps (Figure 1). The cachet 
depicts three houses on Market Street in one from slide four of his PowerPoint presentation. 





Figure 1. David's project is based on covers like this 
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Philadelphia that were designed and built by Franklin. The house on the left ofthe archway 
was used by Franklin as a post office. Today it is the site of the B. Free Franklin Museum 
and Post Office. Another rendition of the same structure as the cachet has a commemora- 
tive B Free Franklin cancel tying the 7-cent Franklin stamp and an 11-cent printing press 
stamp to the cover. 

Covers are then used to detail improvements that Franklin made to the postal service: 
extended and improved post roads, extended mail service to and from Canada, started mail 
service between Philadelphia and New York City, introduced the penny post and home 
mail delivery, reduced prices and expanded mail service for all colonists, and introduced 
a uniform system for postmasters to keep precise accounting of the revenues and receipts. 

In 1775, the Continental Congress appointed Franklin as Postmaster General of the 
United Colonies. This was to become the basis of what was to become known as the Unit- 
ed States Postal Service. 

The remaining portions ofthe presentation feature a variety of colorful and interesting 
covers honoring Franklin as Postmaster General of the United States. Among the items 
is a 1932 event cover (Figure 2) honoring 
National Post Office Day and canceled in 
Franklin, Illinois. 

А hand-drawn cover from 1938 has a 
block of six 1/2-cent Franklin Prexie stamps. 
There are several more Prexie covers honor- 
ing Franklin. Still another hand-drawn ca- 
chet has a replica of Franklins signature and 
cancel. 

А 1938 airmail cover has a Crosby ca- 
chet showing both Independence Hall and 





Figure 2. A slide depicting at 1932 event cover for . 
National Post Office Day. Franklin. А 1947 Dorothy Knapp cachet 


for the US Stamp Centenary recognizes the 


honor bestowed upon Franklin for his role as postmaster and for his image on our coun- 
try s first postage stamps. 

There are covers for postal stationery items depicting Franklin as well as other covers 
for both definitive and commemorative stamps that feature his likeness. A variety of ca- 
chetmakers are included as well as two combination covers. 

The presentation concludes with the Pacific '97 souvenir sheet honoring Franklin and a 
rainbow of Franklin definitive stamps. The final slide uses two high-value Franklin stamps 
to introduce the annotated bibliography. And as any one who has ever written a report will 
tell you, the references list is a must for school and scholarly publications. 

Those interested in viewing the presentation can visit it on the website of the Wiscon- 
sin Federation of Stamp Clubs. The program has scripted notes on each slide and can act as 
a stand-alone program for club meetings or to reinforce school curriculum concepts. You 
can view the presentation on the Club Resources page of the Federation's website. Go to: 
www.wfscstamps.org/Resources. 3 

im youth@afdcs.org 
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ArtCraft Variety Spotlight by Michael Lake 


Scott #1950- FDR Library 
Honors:Centennial of His: Birth 


......- 





Figure 1. On January 30, 1 982 crowds gathered at the 
FDR Library for the first day ceremony. 


he year 1982, marked the centennial of 
the birth of the nation’s 327% president 
and fellow philatelist, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. Though an occasion of historical 
significance, it almost passed without 
recognition. Even a 1981 headline in The Wall 
Street Journal proclaimed, “АП of Us Are Busy, 
But Is This Any Way to Honor FDR?" 
Fortunately, it did wind up receiving sig- 
nificant acknowledgment, thanks in large 
part to the efforts of Peter Kovler, a then 
29-year-old admirer of the former President 
who shared his birthday with FDR. Kovler 
connected with his former boss, Rep. Sidney Figure 2. The long line for Stamps at the postal 
Yates (D-IL), mere months prior to the an- substation set up for the stamp release. 


Б 





niversary. Congressman Yates worked to get 

support in Washington, resulting in $200,000 of government funding, as well as multiple 
congressmen and other significant figures to join the Franklin Delano Roosevelt National 
Centennial Committee chaired by Peter Kovler. (Kernan) 
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Stamp Collecting News, 
Information & Discussion 
Best L.S. cai Program Online! 


a 


facebook.com/groups/virtualstampclub/ 


Virtual Stamp Clab 


irtnaletampeltt, com 


SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY 


Your tax-deductible donation of covers 
helps keep membership costs down. 
https://afdcs.org/donate.html 






200,000 FDCs STOCK 
Printed & Handpainted 
1920s - 2010 


WHIT’S COVERS 
34F Red Cedar Lane 
Shelburne, VT 05482 
Phone: 802-985-8519 

Email: whitsfdc @ gmail.com 


AUTOGRAPHS. ONLINE 


Entertainers, 
Politicians, 
Authors, 
Sports FDCs, 
Photographs, 
Letters, Etc. 


https://www.autographs.online 


"о 634 (358 X 6127) 
25% Cotton Rag ENVELOPES 24# 
or Laser Cancel Ready 80# 
No Glue on Flaps 


Preferred method: Order on www.karlscavers.com 

or, +15% by check, mailed to Florida Research Instruments, 
1980 №. Atantic Ave., Suite 520, Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 

or, +}5% by paypal orders to: floridaresearchinstruments@gmail,com 





FIRST DAY COVERS ONLINE 


Great Selection, Service & Price 
First Day Covers Starting at $1 


www.firstdaycoversonline.com 








_ RO. Box: 230066, Gravesend Station 


a ЖУО, N.Y. a 0003 
іє чә (718) 645-7 
Р emm de UM днн com 
ж” info € marilynjnowakcovers. com 

















Chinese Stamp Buyer 
Pays Top $ for Asian Stamps 


Jonathan Fenn 
President, JSF Holdings, Inc. 
jon@chinesestampbuyer.com * www.chinesestampbuyer.com 


email images for a cash offer 
Paying finder's fees to keep your eyes open. 


INAUGURALS. COM 


Convention, 
Election, 

& Inauguration 
Memorabilia 


4 


Noble & Other 
Catalogues 


https://www.inaugurals.com 
"6% (358° х Gin") 
100% Cotton ENVELOPES 24# 
Premium Quality 
No Glue on Flaps 


Preferred method: Order оп www.karlscovers.com 


or, 415% by check, mailed to Florida Research Instruments, 
1980 N. Atlantic Ave., Suite 520, Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 
or, +15% by paypal orders to; floridaresearchinstruments@gmail.com 
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А variety of programs were quickly planned nationwide that included multiple exhibi- 
tions at the Smithsonian museums, symposiums at well-known colleges and universities, 
as well as books and television specials. And of course, with some albeit last-minute plan- 
ning for philatelic recognition, a 20-cent commemorative postage stamp came to fruition. 

As a part ofits all-day anniversary event, the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, 
at the site of the former President's home in Hyde Park, New York, hosted the first day 
ceremony for the new stamp on January 30, 1982. Hundreds attended the centennial gath- 
ering, as seen in photographs from the following day's The Poughkeepsie Journal in front of 
FDRS home and lined up at the postal substation outside (Figures 1 and 2 respectively). 


Figure 3. The 
general market 
ArtCraft cachet 
for 1982 FDR 
stamp (Scott 
#1950). 





OFFICIAL 


Franklin D Roosevelt 
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 





FrarikliniBRoosevelt 
100™ AN ARY OF HIS BIRTH 


ғ. THIRTY-SECOND PRESIDENT 





The general market Art- 
Craft cachet SEV#1 (Figure 
3) featured a picture of FDR 
along with an inset photo of his 
Springwood home. The Library 
sponsored a special ArtCraft ca- 
chet SEV#2 that solely featured 
an artistic rendering of Spring- 
wood. The original art for this 
cachet, by ArtCraft artist Hal 
Bailey, is shown in Figure 4. The 
final cacheted cover with its ac- 
companying text is shown in Fig- 
ure 5. Note that the sponsorship 
by the FDR Library is engraved 
in the upper left. These covers are generally seen with just the standard FDOI cancella- 
tion, though some bear a 4-bar killer from the “FDR Library Station,” as the one shown in 
Figure 5. This 4-bar handstamp was only available on-site at the temporary postal station 
set up in the basement of the FDR Library on January 30. Stamps and the regular FDOI 
slogan cancel were also available from a postal substation outside on the Library grounds 
(seen at left in the Figure 2 photograph) as well as the Hyde Park, New York post office. 
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| OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER 
ISSUED BY THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY 


nklin D. Roosevelt 





“Springwood Hide Park New York 
BIRTHPLACE OF 


FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT 


JANUARY 30, 1882-APRIL 12,1945 
32nd PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 














The photos from the event and the sales figures speak for themselves as to the success 
of this recognition of the nation's 3274 commander in chief. Local media reports indicated 
that many people waited in line much of the day to get the new stamps, some purchasing 
as many as 30 panes. The library commissioned 10,000 of the special cachets shown in 
Figure 5, of which more than half sold on the first day. The manager of the museum shop 
was quoted by The New York Times on the sales figures of the day: “Last year on January 
30th, we made $17.50. This year, we made $6,142.00" (Radomsky) 2 


m mlake7@gmail.com 
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TURKEYS NEED BARNYARD 
Collection US 1077. Original drawing and printing 
plate Artmaster FDC. FDCs. Notebooks — Postal 
History, Ephemera, Postcards. 

Jane King Fohn 
JKFOHN.ALAMO.1043@GMAILCOM 


LARRY K. MARSHALL AUTOGRAPHS 
PO. Box 722110 


2 San Diego, CA 92172 


FDCs autographed by 
aviators, authors, film stars, 
composers, astronauts & 
sports figures our specialty. 


WANTED: LIGHTHOUSE SELECT S3 
stock sheets (now out of produc- 
tion), size 220 x 330mm (8-2/3” x 
13”)...will pay a premium. Contact 
Bob Dix at dixiex22@gmail.com. 


Celebrating Our 35th Year 
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First Day Cover Collecting 
in a Brave New World 


by Steve Swain 


Tokens. Digital wallets. Ethereum blockchain. Crypto stamps. George Orwell's Nine- 
teen Eighty-Four? Aldous Huxley's Brave New World? Possibly echoing both, it is 21* cen- 
tury philatelic terminology and stamp collecting most recently promoted by the United 
Nations Postal Administration. 


Figure 1 is a crypto stamp 
miniature sheet issued No- 
vember 24, 2020 by the UN. 
The $7.75 blue stamp can be 
detached and used for post- 
age. Two "scratch fields" are to 
the right of the stamp. Behind 
these scratch fields, Figure 2, 
are codes that provide access 
to the stamps virtual counter- 
mE part, or twin, stored in a digi- 
..4, tpsa? ,4 T 49 ааа tal wallet within the Ethereum 

Figure 1. United Nations Crypto stamp miniature sheet. blockchain. A crypto wallet is a 

small program that enables your 

computer's browser to securely communicate with the 
Ethereum blockchain on your behalf. 

Without being too detailed about the Ethereum 
blockchain technology, it is essentially a virtual database, 
ie, a computer network data management and storage 
method. A blockchain is a continuously growing list of 
records, called blocks, which are linked and secured us- 








— e IE 








Figure 2. Digital codes revealed | И ы 
behind scratch fields. ing cryptography. Thus, “crypto” stamps. 
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A crypto stamp can be used not only as an ordinary postage stamp for sending items in 
the mail, but it functions simultaneously as a virtual collectible image if you choose to do 
so. The creation of the digital stamp image and your ownership, collecting, exchanging and 
trading of the digital stamps are recorded and managed virtually. 

Тһе United Nations was not the first to issue crypto stamps. On June 11, 2019, the Aus- 
trian Post released the world's first blockchain crypto stamps with a unicorn as the primary 
image on a set of five stamps (Figure 3). 





"Pus cwm 


Figure 3. 2019 Austrian crypto stamps. The world's first crypto stamps. 


That issue was followed on June 25, 2020 with a set of four Austrian crypto stamps, two 
of which are shown in Figure 4. Each stamp in the set shows the head of an animal: a honey 
badger on a red background, llama on a green background, panda on a brown background, 
and dog on a blue background. The 
"700" to the right of each animal rep- 
resents the denomination of €7 (700 
euro cents). 

Croatia was the third postal ad- 
ministration issuing crypto stamps 
with its September 9, 2020 offering 
of six sheetlets, one seen in Figure 
5. One ofthe crypto stamps after re- 
moval from the sheetlet is shown in 
Figure 6. 

Do crypto stamps provide a col- 
lecting avenue for first day cover enthusiasts? Definitely. The stamps can indeed function 
as legitimate postage. Forgo the virtual platform for crypto stamps and continue to em- 


цәтәлләз3$0 
Ч>ТӘ449150 





Figure 4. 2020 Austrian llama and panda crypto stamps. 


PE*-TY9992.9 99999 9 9.9 T. e. Tm 
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0000008 


540663496 / 34 
KRIPTOMARKA HRVATSKE POSTE | D Je OF 38743070 | stamp. 
352605758: 54558080340 571786 207617614 P 
Figure 5. 2020 Croatia crypto stamp sheetlet. 


abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxy 
zabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwx 
yzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvw 
xyzabcdefghijklmnopqrstuv 


b Е Figure 6. Croatian crypto 
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brace the "classic" first day cov- 
er collecting strategy of covers 
offered by postal administra- 
tions, cachet makers, and oth- 
er collectors. 

The FDCs shown below 
were recently offered on eBay. 
Figure 7 is an unaddressed 
June 25, 2020 Austrian “Pan- 
da" crypto stamp first day cov- 
er. 

Figures 8 and 9 are June 
11, 2019 Austrian "Unicorn" 
crypto stamp first day covers. 
Figure 9 is also a registered 
mailing. 

The first day cover in Fig- 
ure 10 is an example franked 
with the 2020 Croatian crypto 
stamp issue. 

A challenge with crypto 
stamp FDC collecting, at least 
for now, is the limited quantity 
of crypto stamps being issued. 
Only three postal entities have 
offered such stamps and in 











ЧО? Post 


Ersitag 


First Day of issue 


(67 Post 
Erattag 





Figure 7. June 25, 2020 Austrian “Panda” FDC. 





Figure 8. June 11, 2019 Austrian “Unicorn” FDC. 


limited amounts. For example, the total print quantity for the 2020 UN issue is 90,000 
stamps, 30,000 per each issuing office for New York, Geneva and Vienna. 
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Figure 9. June 11, 2019 Austrian "Unicorn" registered FDC. 
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СЕС/ЕМ 


1] қ ac ge 
Election Day Nov 3, 2020 Б 


Decision Day Nov 7, 2020 lj 


All covers are $3.00 each. A set of four is $10.00 
Order online at www.afdcs.org/afdcstore01.html 
or from AFDCS Sales, Box 44, Annapolis Junction, 
MD 20701-0044. 








PRVA HRVATSKA KRIPTOMARKA 
9.9.2020. 


Н HET Н 
8 pošte s TH 
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7*44094122*7 





93/100 


FIRST CROATIAN CRYPTO STAMP 








Figure 10. 2020 Croatian crypto stamp FDC. 


Moreover, it seems that many ofthe crypto stamps have been purchased for investment 
and resale potential and, thus, will not make their way into the first day cover market. This 
could certainly change if and when additional postal administrations choose to join the 
crypto stamp arena. 

Tokens. Digital wallets. Ethereum blockchain. Crypto stamps. Happy first day collect- 
ing in a brave new world! 2e 

swain.steve9 @gmail.com 
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PS Form 3526 (as required by 39 U.S.C. 3685): 
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FDCs Online 


For more information, contact: 
Mark Thompson 
1709 Russell St., Nashville, TN 37206 
615-945-6450; markrobbin@bellsouth.net 





AFDCS FDC Auction Central 
9 www.afdcs.org © www.fdcauctioncentral.com 
Anon E. Mouse Cachets Henry Gitner 
© www.anonemousecachets.com 9 www.hgitner.com 
Will & Kathy Appel Inaugurals.Com 
Ф www.postcardcovers.com © www.inaugurals.com 
Autographs.Online KSC Cachets 


. © www.KSCCachets.com 
© www.autographs.online 


James T. McCusker Inc. 


Bevil Cachets © www.jamesmccusker.com 
© www.cachets.com Marilyn J. Nowak 
Dragon Cards US & UN FDCs 
9 www.dragoncards.biz © www.marilynjnowakcovers.com 
Dutch Country Auctions The Stamp Center 
6 www.thestampcenter.com © www.thestampcenter.com 
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First Days depends on AFDCS members for articles and columns. Please submit 
your manuscripts, article ideas and story outlines for consideration. All submissions 
will be reviewed and first-time authors are welcome. Quality illustrations are a key 
element. Please submit 300 dpi or better scans in JPG format via email, DropBox, or 
other file transfer service. If you need help transferring large files, please contact me. 
When scanning items, please place them against a contrasting background (gener- 
ally not white, gray or black) and leave a margin around the items being scanned. Do 
not apply software sharpening to your scans. 

Handwritten or other hard-copy text cannot be accepted as typing these into a 
word processor or using optical character recognition (OCR) is time consuming 
and often introduces errors. 

If you submitted work prior to October 2020 and the work has not been pub- 
lished or acknowledged since October, please resubmit your materials. 

Send your articles and illustrations to Martin Miller, First Days, 1361 W. Wade 
Hampton Blvd., Suite F-102, Greer, SC 29650-1146; email to: editor@afdcs.org. 
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CACHETS 


2020 Holiday Issues 














(Madonna & Child 
CHRISTMAS 
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FDol with any single stamp of these five issues is $4 for hand or machine & $5 for ОС 
Holiday Delights - Set/4 with HC or MC - $12, with DCP - $15, BIk/4 with MC - $7 
Holiday Delights & Our Lady of Guapulo booklet pane with cover on a #10 is $15 
Winter Scenes - Set/10 covers with HC or MC - $30, with DCP - $37 

Winter Scenes - Entire booklet (2 covers) on two #10 cachets - $25 

ALSO COMING IN 2021: Brush Rabbit (addl. oz.), Barns (post card rate) 


Make payment to Rollin Berger, 21065 Cardinal 
Pond Terrace, HS418, Ashburn, VÀ 20147-6120 






Election Day - 11/3/2020 Decision E - 11/7/2020 





Wash., DC (illus.) - $4, Wilmington, DE -$4 Wash., DC - $4, Wilmington, DE (illus.) - $4 
Set of both Cities - $6 Set of both cities - $6 


Inauguration Day - 1/20/2021 


Wash., DC - $4 for any of the above cachets. Set of all three covers - $10 
Multiple locations, not yet announced, to be serviced 
2021 Issues 



























Wash., DC - $4 Multiple locations, 
not yet announced, to be serviced 


LUNAR NEU YEAR 
ann on THe OM 


FDol with any single stamp on on Love, Wilson, LNY-Ox or Wu is $4 for hand/machine, $5 DCP 
FDol on Castillo de San Marcos is $12 hand or machine & $15 for DCP. FDol on Priority Mail flat 
rate envelope with pre-printed postage - $17 for the hand cancel & $19 for the DCP cancel. 








Finland Birth Certificates 


by Alan Warren 





FIRST DAY COVER 





KINGS STAMP CLUB 


P.O. BOX 27, COL/T* STATION 


USIA; See Ss oe a SS eat ee ee 2 — 





Figure 1. A first day cover with the 1937 stamp honoring Finnish President Gustaf Mannerheim. 


Part 8 

Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim (1867-1951) was a Finnish statesman and military lead- 
er. He was born in Finland and educated in Helsinki and St. Petersburg, Russia. He volun- 
teered in the Russo-Japanese War (1904) and achieved the rank of colonel. 

He fell out of favor in Russia as a result of the revolution and returned to his native land 
where he was appointed commander-in-chief of the newly independent country. In 1919, 
he ran for president but was defeated and so he withdrew from public life and became 
involved with the Finnish Red Cross and founded a child welfare agency. 

Mannerheim received the title of Field Marshal, and in 1939 withdrew his resignation 
and once again became commander-in-chief of the armed forces. In 1944, at the age of 
77, he was elected president of Finland. However, he stepped down two years later due to 
failing health. In retirement he wrote his memoirs, which were published after his death 
іп 1951. 

Mannerheim was born on June 4, 1867. In honor of his 70" birthday, Finland issued a 
2 mark stamp on June 4, 1937. Figure 1 shows a Helsinki first day hand cancel. It exists in 
two varieties—with outside diameter of 27 and 29 mm. Figure 2 is a roller cancel marking 
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Figures 4-7. A variety of unofficial first day cancels, including a simple paste-on cachet іп Figure 7 (bottom). 
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Schiffspost per 8/8 WELLAMO den 4/6.-37. 


Herrn Kammergerichtsrat Je Dahmann., 


Elbholzstrassee 2. 


Berlin W.35. 


SUOMI: FI LAND A 
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(кїз FINLAND) 








Figures 8. Ап unusual second day cancel mailed aboard ship. 


the World Shooting (rifle) Championship held in 1937 in Helsinki, used on the day of 
issue ofthe Mannerheim stamp. 

Unofficial first day cancels of this issue include Mikkeli (Figure 3), Sortavalla (Figure 
4), Lahti (Figure 5), and Niuvanniemi (Figure 6). The Figure 7 cancel at Hanko uses a 
simple paste-on cachet with the Finnish coat of arms and the 70* anniversary dates. 

Figure 8 is an unusual second day cancel. The cover was mailed on the issue date of 
June 4 aboard the ship S/S Wellamo with a transit mark at Stockholm on June 5, before 
going on to Berlin. 26 


x alanwar@comcast.net 
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Charles А. Lindbergh 
50th Anniversary 


== 























Iz been collecting FDCs for quite a long time. One of my favorite collections consists 
of FDCs for Scott #1710, the Lindbergh stamp issued оп May 20, 1977. Unfortunately, 
after accumulating more than 600 different Lindbergh FDCs, it has become quite a chal- 
lenge to find new covers to add to my collection. 

So imagine my surprise when I recently saw the cover shown in Figure 1 listed on eBay 
- for a measly 79€ (plus 85€ for shipping)! I was the only bidder. The cover was pret- 
ty clearly produced by Colorano "Silk" Cachets. It features Lindbergh at the top of the 
cachet, wearing his famous flying gear, within a circle, on a yellow background, plus the 
Spirit of St. Louis flying above the clouds at the bottom of the cachet. It features black text 
that reads "Charles A. Lindbergh / SOth Anniversary" in two lines at the top, the words 
"Colorano ‘Silk’ Cachets” sideways at the left, and “First Day of Issue" at the bottom. The 
cover bears two cancels, each on a copy of Scott #1710 - a pictorial unofficial first day can- 
cel from Air Mail Field, St. Louis, Missouri 63145 
at the top, plus a pictorial second day cancel from 
Lindbergh Station, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 at 
the bottom. 

To understand why I consider this find to be 
rather remarkable, a little background is required. 

On May 20-21, 1927, Charles A. Lindbergh, 
at the age of 25, became the first person to make 
a non-stop solo airplane flight across the Atlantic 
Ocean. His flight began at Roosevelt Field, on Long 
Island, New York, took him over Nova Scotia and 
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Newfoundland in Canada, and then across the Atlantic to Ireland, finally landing at Le 
Bourget Aerodrome, outside Paris, France, after a flight of 3314 hours. 

Lindbergh was certainly not the first person to fly across the Atlantic Ocean. In fact, at 
least 80 others had done so before him. However, Lindbergh’s flight was the first solo, non- 
stop transatlantic flight ofa fixed-wing aircraft from New York to Paris. Lindbergh achieved 
an exceptional (and largely unwanted) level of fame as a direct result of this achievement. 
Among many other honors, Lindbergh, as an officer in the U.S. Army Air Corps Reserve, 
received the United States’ highest military decoration, the Medal of Honor. Scott #1710 
was issued on the SOth anniversary of the date on which Lindbergh took off for Paris. 

An astounding number of cachets are known to exist for this issue. Hal Ansink was 
a dogged collector of Lindbergh FDCs. He began distributing listings of the FDCs pro- 
duced for this issue shortly after the stamp was issued. His efforts culminated in a privately 
printed catalog — Charles A. Lindbergh SOth Anniversary Transatlantic Flight: An Illustrated 
Listing of All Known First Day Covers for this Issue of more than 300 pages [Ansink]. This 
catalog illustrates nearly 1000 cachets, identifying the cachetmaker (where known) and 
providing additional information about each cachet. 

Remarkably, however, Ansink’s Lindbergh catalog does not include a listing for the 
FDC shown in Figure 1. It does, of course, include images of quite a number of Lindbergh 
FDCs produced by Colorano. 

Most experienced FDC collectors are familiar with the FDCs produced by Colorano 
“Silk” Cachets. Begun in 1971 by Ray Novak, these FDCs typically feature a colorful im- 
age printed on “silk” affixed within a gold frame, plus some text, usually in black but some- 
times in blue or (originally) in gold. These FDCs are quite popular with collectors, but 
most of them tend to be rather common. During its heyday, most cachets were reportedly 
printed in quantities of about 10,000 [Monty, 1981]. 

Various Colorano FDCs can frequently be found at stamp shows of all sizes, and, as of 
this writing, eBay hosts more than 8,000 listings for Colorano FDCs of all types. For most 
issues, Colorano produced but a single cachet. Se-tenant stamps usually had a cachet for 
each stamp plus one for the block. However, that was not always the case. Colorano also 
produced variations for certain issues, and, in addition, produced cachets for other orga- 
nizations, including the Masonic Stamp Club of New York and the National Organization 
of Women, to name just two. 

I knew immediately that the FDC shown in Figure 1 was not the “basic” Colorano 
cachet produced for Scott #1710, but I initially assumed that it must be one of the various 
show or event cover cachets produced by Colorano in 1977, just re-purposed as an FDC. 
But when I looked more carefully at those covers, I realized that that was not the case. 

The “basic” cachet produced by Colorano for this issue is shown in Figure 3. It features 
a famous image of Lindbergh in an oval, looking to the left, with his goggles pushed up 
on his forehead. His aircraft, the Spirit of St. Louis, is perched above the oval, facing right. 
All text is in black. The positioning of the text is typical of most Colorano cachets of this 
period: two lines of informative text at the top (in this case, “Charles A. Lindbergh / 50th 
Anniversary”), the words “Colorano ‘Silk’ Cachets” sideways at the left, and “First Day of 
Issue” at the bottom. Note that all of the text uses “initial caps;” none of it appears in all 
capital letters. 
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Charles A. Lindbergh 
50th Anniversary 
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Colorano “Silk” Cachet 








First Day of Issue 
Figure 3. The “basic” Colorano cachet for the Lindbergh issue (Scott #1710). 

At the time, Colorano was also producing vertical maximum cards (referred to by Col- 
orano as “Souvenir Cards”) for virtually all stamps [Monty, 1981]. The Colorano “Sou- 
venir Card” FDC produced for the Lindbergh issue is shown in Figure 4. As is typical, 
the image is identical to that used on the “basic” cachet, but the positioning of the text is 
somewhat different. In particular, the words “First Day of Issue” have been shifted to the 

ү right of the image in order to make room for the 
stamp and cancel at the bottom. Far fewer of these 
FDCs were produced. Typically, about 1000 were 
made per issue [Monty, 1981]. 

Colorano also produced two varieties of an 
international cover honoring Lindberghs flight 
across the Atlantic. The cover shown in Figure 
5 was initially canceled at Roosevelt Field, New 
York, on the first day of issue - May 20, 1977. It 
was then flown across the Atlantic Ocean and can- 
celed on May 21, 1977 at Le Bourget Airport, out- 
side Paris, where Lindbergh landed in 1927, with 
a special pictorial French anniversary cancel that 
depicts the Spirit of St. Louis, with the caption “du 
Spirit of St. Louis & Concorde / Homage à Lind- 
bergh" around the top. 

The cover shown in Figure 6 bears the same 
"silk" cachet as does the one in Figure 5, but was 
canceled on June 4, 1977, as an FDC forthe French 
stamp issued in honor of Lindbergh' achievement 
(France Scott C49). The French cancel on this 
cover, also a pictorial, features the Spirit of St. Louis flying over waves and a seagull, with a 
globe in the background. 

Although the central "silk" cachet used on both covers is identical, the text is somewhat 
different. The flown cover in Figure 5 has "Charles A. Lindbergh / New York - Paris" print- 
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Figure 4. Colorano’s Souvenir Card for the 
Lindbergh stamp. 
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Colorano "Silk" ‘Cachet : 


Figure 5. One of two international Lindbergh issue covers from Colorano. 
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First Day of Issue 


Figure 6. Colorano’s second international Lindbergh cover with France’s stamp 
honoring the pilot’s achievement (France Scott #C49). 


ed at the top of the cachet, while the dual FDC in Figure 6 reads “Charles A. Lindbergh 
/ 50% Anniversary.” In addition, the Figure 5 cover is signed “Colorano ‘Silk’ Cachets” at 
the bottom, while the Figure 6 cover is signed at the left (as is common on most FDCs pro- 
duced by Colorano during this period). Finally, the cover in Figure 5 has “Flown Combo 
Cover - Limited Edition 2,500” printed sideways at the left, while the cover in Figure 6 has 
“First Day of Issue” at the bottom. 

In addition, the flown cover in Figure 5 features the following statement on the back 
(with the blank line filled in by hand on each FDC): 


No. OF 2,500 UNITED STATES 
LINDBERGH FIRST DAY COVERS FLOWN MAY 
20TH: 1977, ON AIR FRANCE FLIGHT #070 
TO PARIS AND AGAIN POSTMARKED ON 
ARRIVAL AT LEBOURGET, MAY 2157, 1977. 
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As if that were not enough, Colorano 
produced a set of five "Pioneers of American 
Aviation" FDCs for this issue. The set hon- 
ored the following pioneers (listed chrono- 
logically): 

1. December 17, 1903 – The Wright 
Brothers, who completed the first pow- 
ered, sustained, controlled flight at Kit- 
ty Hawk, North Carolina (Figure 7). 

2. May 2-3, 1923 - Lt. Oakley G. 
Kelly and Lt. John A. Macready, who 
completed the first non-stop flight 
across the U.S. in a Fokker Т-2, flying 
from New York to San Diego in 26 
hours, 50 minutes, 3 seconds (Figure 
8). 

3. April 6 - September 28, 1924 – 
The crews of four Douglas DCW bi- 
planes, who set out from Seattle, Wash- 
ington, on a westward flight around the 
world; two crews completed the flight 
after 57 stops; the other two biplanes 
crashed (but the crews survived) (Fig- 
ure 9). 

4. May 20-21, 1977 — Charles A. 
Lindbergh, whose non-stop solo flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean took 33 
hours, 30 minutes (Figure 10). 

5. May 20-21-1932 - Amelia Ear- 
hart, who became the first woman to fly 
solo across the Atlantic Ocean, doing 
so in a Lockheed Vega aircraft, flying 
from Harbour Grace, Newfoundland, 
to Londonderry Northern Ireland 
(Figure 11). 

In 1977, Colorano was also producing 
FDCs for other organizations. The cachet 
produced for the Masonic Stamp Club of 
New York is shown in Figure 12. It is identi- 
cal to the “basic” Lindbergh cachet, except in 
two respects. First, all text is in blue instead 
of black, and, second, seven lines of text and 
a small Masonic insignia were added in the 
lower right. 
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Charles A. Lindbergh wos c member of Keyslone 
Lodge No. 243 in St. Louis. Initiated July 9, 1926— 
posted October 20th ond raised December 15th. On 
t his historic flight to Poris he wore c chom pre- 
send by his Lodge, while om emblem wos ni- 
toched to bis plone the “Spirit of St. Lovis," 


Sponsored by the Masonie Stamp Club of New York 
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Figure 12. The cover produced by Colorano for the Masonic Stamp Club of New York. 


Figure 13 shows the cachet produced by Colorano for Judith Kaplan on behalf of the 
New York Chapter of the National Organization of Women (NOW-NY) as part of its 
“Women’s History Series” [ Monty, 1998; Newton, 2001]. This FDC is No. 19 in the Se- 
ries. It features a completely different design, with a portrait of Amelia Earhart over her 
famous plane, a Lockheed Vega, flown by Earhart on her solo flight across the Atlantic in 
1932. (Earhart's plane now resides in the National Air and Space Museum in Washington, 
DC.) The design appears on a yellow background. The cachet also includes five lines of 
text in the lower right plus a female symbol with two vertical bars inside it. Like most other 
Colorano cachets from this period, all text is in black. 


DAY OF ISSUE 





Amelia Earhart (1897-1937) — First Woman to fly 
solo across the Atlontic — Мау 20-21, 1932. 
“Women must try to do the things men hove tiled, 
When they foil, thelr failure must be but a challenge 
fo others." Amelia Earhart — July 2, 1937. 


WOMEN'S HISTORY SERIES BY N.O.W. - М.Ү. — NO. 19 


Celorano "Sk" First Day Cover 


Figure 13. Commissioned by Judith Kaplan, this Colorano cover was produced for 
the New York Chapter of the National Organization of Women. 


To top it off, Colorano produced at least 16 stamp show and event covers in 1977 that 
feature or honor Lindbergh, his plane or his famous flight. Table 1 includes a chronological 
list of these covers, including images. They started with the Pan American Exhibition, 
sponsored by the Aerophilatelic Federation of the Americas in Brookfield, Illinois, in 
February 1977, and continued through the REDPEX “77 stamp show, held in September 
1977. 

Most of these covers were produced in conjunction with stamp shows, although one 
was produced for a stop on the 50th anniversary re-enactment of the Lindbergh Good- 


January — February 2021 ¢ First Days 51 


will Tour. On the original Lindbergh Goodwill Tour, Lindbergh flew the Spirit of St. Louis 
around the country, starting at Mitchel Field, Long Island, on July 20, 1927. Тһе Goodwill 
Tour lasted 95 days, with Lindbergh visiting 82 cities. At each stop, he gave a short speech 
about aviation's potential as a commercial enterprise. In 1977, the Experimental Aviation 
Association (EAA) sponsored a re-enactment of that flight, the EAA Lindbergh Com- 
memorative Tour. It involved a reproduction of the Spirit of St. Louis flying around the 
US, making stops at over 80 locations. A significant number of pictorial cancels honoring 
Lindbergh were used along the route of the 1977 Lindbergh Commemorative Tour. Why 
Colorano chose to prepare a cachet for only one ofthese cancels - the one used at Spirit of 
St. Louis Station in Lubbock, Texas — is a mystery for another day. 

There is quite a bit of variety among the cachets used on these stamp show and event 
covers. The same image is used and re-used on a number of them, but no two cachets are 
exactly the same. Each features a change in design, background color, or text. The text on 
all of these covers is black. However, a few of them put Lindbergh's name (at the top ofthe 
cachet) in all capital letters. This includes the cachets produced for the Pan American Ex- 
hibition (No. 1 in Table 1), CALPEX (No. 2), TWINPEX (No. 5), and LISDA (No. 12). 

Amazingly, although ten of these event covers were prepared for shows that were held 
prior to May 20, 1977 – the date of issue of Scott #1710 – I have only seen four of them 
dual canceled as FDCs for this issue. (Figures 14 and 15 show examples of such dual can- 
celed covers. These covers were produced for INTERPEX ‘77 and HUNTSPEX 77.) This 
contrasts with Lindbergh-related covers produced in conjunction with most other stamp 
shows held in early 1977, most of which ARE known to exist dual canceled as Lindbergh 
FDCs. 

Rather surprisingly, although 





Charlos A. Lindbergh 
50th Anniversary 


the Ansink catalog includes listings 
for the Colorano FDCs shown in 
Figures 3 through 13, it does not in- 
clude listings for any of Coloranos 
Lindbergh show or event covers dual 
canceled as FDCs. 

With the foregoing in mind, let's 
take a closer look at the Lindbergh 
FDC shown in Figure 1. This cachet 
is quite similar to two of Colorano’s 
other Lindbergh cachets. First, it 
features the same "silk" cachet in 
the center — with Lindbergh and the 
Spirit — as does the "Pioneers of Avi- 














ation" FDC shown in Figure 10 and 
the Dayton AIRPEX II show cover 
shown in Table 1 (No. 11), but the 


чы uis 
text is somewhat different from ei- 


Figure 15. Another dual-canceled cover, this one from from 
ther of them. HUNTSPEX “77. 
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The Pioneers of Aviation cachet features five lines of text in the lower right that are 
missing from this new FDC. In addition, the text at the top of each cachet is different. One 
reads "Pioneers / Of American Aviation,’ while the other reads “Charles A. Lindbergh / 
SOth Anniversary.” 

Comparing this new FDC to the Dayton AIRPEX II cachet, it's immediately evident 
that, although the text at the top is the same, the words "Colorano 'Silk' Cachet" have been 
shifted to the bottom and the words “First Day of Issue” are completely missing from the 
Dayton AIRPEX II cover. 

Numerous cachets are known to exist with the pictorial St. Louis AMF unofficial first 
day cancel that was used on this new Colorano FDC, so the use of that cancel on this cover 
is not particularly surprising. However, I am not aware of any other Colorano "Silk" Lind- 
bergh FDCs that bear this cancel. 





Figure 16. An unofficial FDC produced by the Wyoming Postal History Association. 

The presence of the Wyoming cancel on this cover is also not a huge surprise. The Wy- 
oming Postal History Association produced two cachets honoring Lindbergh, and had 
stamps flown in for the express purpose of creating unofficial FDCs (Figure 16). Many of 
their covers were also canceled on the Second Day, May 21, with the same pictorial cancel 
asis shown in Figure 16. (Only the date was changed.) It seems likely that some enterpris- 
ing individual (perhaps Colorano, perhaps not) managed to get some covers shipped from 
St. Louis to Cheyenne the night of May 20, 1977, in time for the second day cancel to be 
applied. (Unless, of course, the second cancel was applied during a grace period.) 

The existence of the FDC shown in Figure 1 raises numerous questions. Was it de- 
signed for use with the St. Louis pictorial cancel? How many were made? Who got it to 
Cheyenne in time for the second day cancel to be applied? Where has it been all these 
years? And how is it that Hal Ansink — with his vast collection of Lindbergh FDCs - never 
found one of these FDCs? We may never know the answers to any of these questions, but 
that doesn't stop me from wondering! 

If any AFDCSer can shed any light on this mystery, or if you have any other FDCs (or 
show or event covers) produced by Colorano "Silk" Cachets in 1977 that honor Charles 
Lindbergh and/or his transatlantic flight, please contact me with the details. %0 


tfall3@gmail.com 
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TABLE 1. 1977 Colorano Show & Event Covers Honoring Lindbergh 



































ТЫЛЫ 


Known to 
Show / Event / Exist Dual 
Date Cancel Canceled as Cachet 
FDC 

Pan American 

1. | 2/17/1977 | Sta., Brookfield, No 
IL 60513 
CALPEX “77, 
Calumet Stamp 

2. | 3/5/1977 | Club Ex. Sta., No ч 
Hammond, IN 
46320 
INTERPEX ‘77 1 

3. | 3/11/1977 | Sta., New York, Yes Ў 
NY 10001 | 
ЅОРЕХ ‘77, 
ЅОРЕХ 77 Sta., 

4. | 3/12/1977 |9: dove, MA Мо 
01810 / 
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TABLE 1. 1977 Colorano Show & Event Covers Honoring Lindbergh (con't.) 


Date 


Show / Event / 
Cancel 


Known to 
Exist Dual 
Canceled as 
FDC 


Cachet 











4/3/1977 


IEPEX 77, 
LE.PS. Station, 
Spokane, WA 
99201 


Yes 


















TWINPEX 77, e БШШ 
3/12/1977 | T WINPEX Sta., Yes m Er 

Minneapolis, MPLS, MN 5540! 

MN 55401 

Pate Aviation. 

Rockford 77, 

Exhibition Sta- 
3/26/1977 tion, Rockford, No 

IL 611 




















4/3/1977 


NOPEX 77, 
NOPEX-APS 
Station, New 
Orleans, LA 
71030 


























4/30/1977 





Saginaw Valley 
Stamp Soc. Sta., 
Saginaw, MI 
48605 
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TABLE 1. 1977 Colorano Show & Event Covers Honoring Lindbergh (con't.) 



































































Known to 
Show / Event / Exist Dual 
Date Cancel Canceled as Cachet 
FDC 
HUNTSPEX : 
10. | 5/14/1977 | “77, Huntsville, Yes 
AL 35801 
Dayton AIR- 
11. | 6/11/1977 | PEXII, Dayton, No emet 
OH 45401 
E UNT SAE OUAR 
LISDA “7, P bs e 
12.| 9/9/1977 | тропа ale, NY No oe A ЖА. нахли соцен 
Midwest Post- 
age Stamp & 
13. | 9/16/1977 | Coin Show Sta- No 
tion, Chicago, IL SEP 10 197 
60607 | 
KS TN 
Spirit of St. Lo = 
Louis Station, s 
14. | 9/19/1977 Lubbock, TX No 
79408 
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TABLE 1. 1977 Colorano Show & Event Covers Honoring Lindbergh (con't.) 
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9/25/1977 


waUSAu pex 
Sta., 
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FDC 
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9/29/1977 





REDPEX ‘77, 
REDPEX Sta- 
tion, Reading, 
PA 19603 
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More — Turning Back the Pages 


By Herman Hersh, Jr. 


Clarence Chamberlin 
One of the stories ia FIRST DAYS 
in the past year mentioned this pio- 
neer aviator. We were buying a col- 
lection im Fort Myers Beach, Fla. 
а year аро and th seller mentioned 
to us that ber neighbor wa: 
Chamberlin himself. We e: 
desire to meet him, and this 
arranged. 
B 











се, we had with us 
ers, some of which he 


awakencd, 





L was stiil on Long Island: 
Chamberlin was sure that he would 
have been as successful as Lindbergh 
was. 
We could not help but think as we 
sat talking to this fine old gentleman, 
left alore now with his memories, on 


e how ае trifles can sometimes change 
» the course of one’s existence 








20 OWL, end this 





be guests. Mr. Chamberlin punc 
and attended, The invitation was also 
extended 10. ‚Со. Lindbergh: us we 


E the fint 

» a to Paris" Сиса 
recalled “Ош planes wem at the 
same fich! on Long 1020 waiting foc 
the weather to char. The weather 
did not look promising, Neither of us 
had had 100 much sleep — most of it 
in сатар for if the weather cleared 
suddenly, we wanted to be ready to 








so 

Chamberlin continued that he and 
Lindbergh made a gentleman's agree- 
mem that even if the weather were 
to clear that night, neither of them 
would take off without notifying the 
other. With © 

fel 
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ЕЕ ‘without kaving 


0. W. Lamp 
Lamp’s initiols made the acronym 
d name under 





ist had ius- 
р catalogs could 
nir 


оп stamp illustrations 
sort, and when а dared 
to illustrate some of his stamps in his 
price list or his auction catalog he 
could never be sure that he would 
not find himself in the toils of the 
law. 
Lamp was an amateur printer as 
well as stamp dealer, and he believed 
that he could circumvent the illus 
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a result we 
close of his 
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ever got imo troeble 


rather than 
doubt that he 





Clarence Chamberlin (right) and ay 
German acrobatic pilot Thea Rasche. 
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Turning Back the Pages, Again 


In the July/August, 1970 issue of First 
Days (page 20), legendary philatelic author 
Herman Herst Jr. wrote of his experience 
meeting Clarence Chamberlin. A pilot con- 
temporary to Charles Lindbergh, Chamber- 
lin shared (and Herst relayed) the story of 
how he and Lindbergh were both waiting for 
the weather to clear on the night when Lin- 
burgh set off on his famous flight. According 
to Chamberlin, the two pilots had agreed 
not to take off without notifying each other. 
Maybe Lindbergh didn’t share Chamberlin’s 
understanding of their coversation — or 
maybe he did. 

Chamberlin achieved many firsts in 
aviation but failed to win the $25,000 
prize taken by Lindbergh with his trans- 
atlantic flight. 

A quick search of eBay turned up a few 
4 Chamberlin-related covers. 
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The Controversial 20€ 198 
Hoban US Stamp 


by Liam Malone 









WHY? 


The U.S.P.S. has been trying to get a 
rate increase to 20%, but has been turned 
down three times by the Postal Rate Com- 
mission, so the Board of Govenors raised 
the rate to 20% effective November 15%. NETO. ыы © са ТАТ тажы 

On September 29th, the HOBAN stamp нау “2 (СТ ЖҮ | |: DG 
withheld from its scheduled First Day t у 4... 
Issue, anda "dedication" ceremony 
held instead. Then it was announced that 
the stamp would be rune: on Octo! 
13th, printed ав a 20% stamp, ninete 
days mn to the rate change, while the 
165 million, useable 18% НОВАМ stamps 
willbe available only through Philatelic 
Centers. 

With the "C" stamps ready since the 
first of the yearand the Hanson stamp to 
be released as a 20€ stamp оп November 
5th, there is no need for a 20€ stamp in 
mid-October. 

So WHY was the HOBAN stamp reprinted 
at 20¢? 





















HOBAN HOBAN 





= Figure 1. WHY? This Len Sautter cachet with summary of 2 stam ly sh er's 
Ned with dual US issues. But an 18€ stamp would be useless without a 2€ make-up rate stamp „4 
issued. The 20€ Hoban was postmarked on November 1, 1981, the day of the first-class rate change - 


to 20€ to express aggravation. 


W? did the USPS also issue the 20¢ value when the proposed first day of issue for 
the 18¢ value was going to be September 29, five weeks or more before a postal 
rate increase to 20¢ on November 1? The 18¢ stamps were printed and ready for sale on 
September 29, but then the date of issue changed. Because of the newly approved postal 
rate increase from 18¢ to 20¢, the 18¢ value was recalled, apparently to be destroyed. But 
word circulated ofa post office in Virginia selling an 18¢ sheet prior to September 29. That 
sale may have convinced the USPS to release the 18¢ value; otherwise, that sheet would 
have become a rarity. The year 2021 is the 40" anniversary of the Hoban joint issue and the 
simple answer as to why a 20¢ value was also issued is that Nancy Reagan wanted to use 
this stamp on the envelopes of the White House holiday greeting cards. Much was written 
about this stamp in 1981, but no one comes right out to state the real reason for the 20¢ be- 
ing printed. Capturing the sentiment of earlier stamp writers, Don Schilling wrote in 2006, 
“the Postal Service simply wanted to have a stamp [the 20¢] that would be around awhile.” 

The 1981 US commemorative program did not include a James Hoban stamp. But on 
April 3, US Postmaster General Bolger alluded to a joint issue later that year without citing 
any details. Behind the scenes, the US and Irish were thrilled by a joint issue and both na- 
tions worked hard to develop a mutually agreeable design and color scheme. The US seems 
to have wanted to move forward secretly, an odd practice for a US stamp. Generally, the 
USPS seeks as much press as possible to generate interest and sales for a stamp. 
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Figure 2. 18€ Kribbs’ Folly cover shows more annoyance or was it just annoyance from some philatelists? 
Did the general American public really care? Notice the postmark: Reagan, Texas - a jab at the Reagans. 


Bolger's cryptic remarks intrigued stamp writer James H. Bruns. Bruns reviewed the 
revised program for 1981 and noticed a newly announced James Hoban joint issue for the 
Fall. He called the Irish embassy in Washington, DC, which cheerfully confirmed the joint 
issue with artists from both nations combining talents. Bruns called across the pond to the 
GPO which described a common stamp with noted Irish stamp designer and artist Ron 
Mercer adapting John Christian Rauscher's circa 1800 bas relief Portrait of James Hoban. 
Thus, detailed information sat on peoples tongues, with one Irish government official de- 
scribing the joint issue as “a major achievement in international philately.” But news did 
not readily filter out to the philatelic world. It simply seems odd that both countries down- 
played this first-ever US-Irish joint issue. 

The story relates that in November 1980 at a typi- 
cal DC diplomatic social gathering which Bolger and 
Mark Killilea, the Irish minister of state, attended, they 
conceived of the idea of honoring James Hoban. After 
all, Hoban was Irish, spent time in the American capi- 
tal, and designed the White House. 1981 would be the 
150% anniversary of his death. It all seemed fitting— 
the stamp a natural! James Hoban, born in County 
Kilkenny, Ireland in 1762, emigrated to Philadelphia 
after the American Revolutionary War. Thomas Jef- 
ferson advertised in major newspapers a competition 
for the design of a presidential palace in the new cap- 
ital on the Potomac River. Hoban read the ad while 
living in South Carolina where he was designing the 





Figure 3. John Christian Rauscher’s bas 
relief Portrait of James Hoban. (Image: 
State House. President George Washington selected White House Collection). 
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the young Hobans design, so he moved to Washington, DC to oversee construction from 
1793 to 1800. Later, he added the North and South Porticoes to the White House and 
worked on the US Capitol building as a supervising architect. He became a freemason and 
headed a lodge, served on the District City Council, and died there on December 8, 1831. 
He married Susanna Sewall of Georgetown in the District and owned three slaves. 

If Ireland and US expressed such ex- 
citement about this issue, why wasn't more Stampaí Poist na hÉireann 
made of it? Not until August 17, 1981, did Irish Postage Stamps 
the USPS announce the release of the Ho- Les Timbres-Poste Irlandais 

: : Irische Briefmarken 
ban stamp in America and Ireland on Sep- 
tember 29. The first day ceremony would 
occur that day at the White House with First 
Lady Nancy Reagan presiding. It mentioned a |! \ 
on the same day a similar ceremony occur- ' 


Е == 
Е 
ring in Dublin for the Irish version of the 08 A 


LI 


stamp. [Жа ÉIRE - US.A. 
After August 17, Mrs. Reagan mailed ИЯ 


© 


invitations to the September 29 ceremony. 
While delivering her invitations, the USPS 
was authorized to announce the rate increase 
to 20€, effective November 1. The Hoban is- 


Figure 4. Irish post office pamphlet an- 
nouncing the joint issue on September 29. 
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Figure 5. Irish Post Unofficial Cover canceled in Kells and beautifully hand-addressed to England. 
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sue was at stake because sales were expected to last several months in the US. Several have 
written agreeing that issuing a joint commemorative stamp at the 18€ rate that would only 
be able to pay for first class mail for a few weeks was impractical. But behind the scenes, the 
first lady liked the stamp and what it symbolized so much that she planned to use it for the 
White House holiday greeting cards. If the 18¢ stamp were used, a 2¢ make-up rate would 
also be affixed making the elegant envelope too busy, even ugly. As shown in the picture, 
the addresses were perfectly printed and the return address was only “The White House.” 
Such simple elegance necessitated a beautiful stamp and a perfect cancellation. 
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Figure 6. Scarce entire envelope with the 20¢ Hoban stamp showing some brown foxing (inset), which 
is common to this issue affixed to covers. By coincidence the address in Fairfax, Virginia is a mere few 
miles from where I live in the Dupont Circle neighborhood of DC. 
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Figure 7. White House Christmas Card front (left) and inside. 
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Figure 8. Dedication 
Ceremony card front 
(top) and inside. 


The Hoban issue had too much riding on it. To save face, the USPS announced the 
Hoban stamp would be released in 18€ and 20€ denominations with a first day ceremony 
scheduled on October 13, the anniversary of the laying of the White House cornerstone. 
So as not embarrass the First Lady, the USPS held her dedication and announcement cer- 
emony on September 29 as planned. This ceremony included a poster-size image of the 
stamp without any denomination. Naturally, no first day cancellations were available be- 
cause the stamps were not released yet. How many times has a US stamp been announced 
formally and then later released in a first day ceremony? The answer is difficult to conclude, 
but I say it is negligible. Had Nancy Reagan not been behind this stamp, the USPS would 
simply have announced that the September 29 ceremony was postponed until October 
13, but the first lady wanted her way and got it. Her actions have led to an interesting story 
and to my building a collection of several hundred different first day covers with varying 
combinations ofthe 3 Hoban stamps. Some covers have all 3 stamps, some have only one 
stamp. Some just the two US stamps. Тһе cachets are just as varied. %0 


liammalonedc@gmail.com 
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Canadian Cachets by Gary Dickinson 
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People Serving You 


Figure 1 


Carry On, Letter Carriers 


he United States and Canada honored the workers who carry the mail by issuing com- 
memorative stamps in the early 1970s. 

The US tribute consisted of ten stamps (Scott 41489-1498). Тһе day of issue was April 
30, 1973 and it was titled “Postal Service Employees Issue.” The Canadian set (Scott #634- 
639) consisted of six stamps issued on June 11, 1974. It is referred to as the “Centenary of 
Letter Carrier Delivery Service.” 

The themes of the US and Canada stamps overlap, and all the topics covered by the 
Canadian set are also included on the American stamps. 

By using a #10 envelope, the US Postal Service managed to fit all ten stamps in its issue 
onto a single FDC as illustrated in Figure 1. ArtCraft used a double row with five stamps 
in each to accommodate the ten stamps on one envelope (Figure 2), although its cachet is 
narrow for the text “A Salute to United States Postal People.” 
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Canada Post Office /Postes canadiennes 


Figure 3 


The official Canada 
Post Office FDC cachet 
(Figure 3) includes the 
1874-1974 dates and a 
line drawing ofa letter car- 
rier. The example illustrat- 
ed here has the special day 
of issue cancellation as 
well as a rubber-stamped 
cachet applied at an inter- 
national postal exhibition 
held in Basel, Switzerland. 

Although the ArtCraft 
cachet for the US set was 
a special purpose design, 
the Canadian stamps ap- 
peared on one of the ten 
general purpose cachets 
that the firm used for that 
country's issues for some 
two decades. The example 
shown here (Figure 4) is 
the ArtCraft Type A gen- 
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Canada 





eral purpose cachet which barely accommodates a plate block of six stamps. 

The Canadian confederation of 1867 led to the establishment of the Canada Post Of- 
fice which took over postal services from the provinces. This included home delivery of 
the mail, but it was a paid service as the carriers had to collect from the recipients two 
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cents for each letter and one cent for each newspaper, until 1874 when free delivery was 
instituted. 

The NR Covers cachet (Figure 5) marking the centenary of free letter carrier delivery 
service shows a trio of uniformed workers as they were in 1874. An unknown cachet mak- 
er produced the cover in Figure 6 which shows a single letter carrier against the backdrop 
of a log cabin. His uniform is similar to that of the trio in the previous photograph. 
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Contemporary letter 
carriers іп 1974 are il- 
lustrated in Figure 7 on 
a cachet by Victoria, B.C. 
native Brickley Jones, 
and in the Figure 8 FDC 
published by Colorano. 
Colorano is the only 
cachet maker known to 
produce separate cachets 
for each of the six stamps 
in this set. 

Cartoon-like figures 
represented letter carriers 
in the David “C” cachet 
viewed in Figure 9 which 
includes the motto “Peo- 
ple Serving You.” A simi- 
lar type of letter carrier is 
depicted in the cachet by 
an unknown maker illus- 
trated in Figure 10. This 
is one of the few bilingual 
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Colorano "Silk" Cachet 


Figure 8 
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Figure 10 
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Figure 11 


English and French texts noted on FDCs for this issue. 

A letter postmarked in 1870 and sent to a Winnipeg, Manitoba addressee (Figure 11) 
is featured on the cachet for an envelope carrying a single stamp from the set of six. The 
FDC is self-addressed by maker Ray Smith, and the postmark and address are also those 
of Winnipeg. 

Тһе final cachet from this set to be illustrated here is an Artopages creation (Figure 
12). It has their customary format with the letters in the name Canada spelled out on six 
envelopes, matching the number of stamps in the issue. 2 
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Figure 12 
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The Question Box by Alan Warren 


A Sneaky Predate... 








[SVERIGE] 


Herr Kapten B. Benàz 


Eskilstuna. 





DC collectors love to find predated covers — those canceled before the date of issue. 

Sometimes they are accidental, such as when a clerk forgot to forward the date stamp 
to the current day. Another example results from a clerk unknowingly (or knowingly) sell- 
ing the stamps before the issue date. However they were created, they are very desirable 
items to own. 

A bit unusual is the Swedish predate shown above. In 1936, Sweden marked the 300% 
anniversary of its postal service with a set of twelve stamps issued February 20. The highest 
value of the set, the 1 krona, depicts a Junkers aircraft used to carry mail. 

The stamps were available at many post offices when they were released, enabling col- 
lectors to prepare unofficial cancellations. In this case, an enterprising collector in the 
town of Eskilstuna, about 70 miles west of Stockholm, tried to sneak through a one-day 
predate ofthe 1 krona issue on February 19. The stamp grossly overpaid the rate of 10-óre 
for a local letter sent within the city. 

The clerk canceled the stamp and then realized it was a premature use, so he obliterated 
the cancel with a black ink marker and had a 10-óre definitive stamp added. It was then 
correctly canceled February 19. Тһе LBR in the February 19 cancel was used for mail ob- 
tained from a letter box. 2% 

ix alanwar@comcast.net 


68 First Days * January — February 2021 


from the AFDCS Archives by Foster Miller 





40 Years Ago 


or this column, I'm going back 40 years and 

looking at the January-February 1981 issue 
of First Days (Volume 26, Number 1, overall issue 
150), then edited by Sol Koved. Тһе first thing I 
noticed was the issue was 156 pages in length, the 
biggest difference being the amount of advertising. 
I will highlight some things in the issue that have 
changed and others that have remained the same. 

The issue reported on the AFDCS's 25° conven- 

tion, held in conjunction with the SEPAD stamp 
ае: show in Philadelphia. There were 23 exhibits to- 
-=S taling 86 frames. Today, Americover is required to 
have 125 frames to maintain World Series of Phi- 
lately status. Long time Executive Secretary Marge 
Finger won the AFDCS Grand for her “Shower of 
Silver” exhibit. Our most popular exhibit award is 
now named in her honor. The reserve grand award 
from January-February 1981. went to Don Crisman (who was also exhibit awards 
chairman); as I write this, Don is getting ready to 
= тегене maintain his streak of attending every Super Bowl. 
paso ӨЕ с One thing that surprised me was the quality of the 
service awards presented during the convention. 
eus : Awards included a silver bread tray, armetale plates, 
[EE ES anda Chagalllithograph presented to Marge Finger. 
: Тһе cover story described how cachetmaker 
Doris Gold presented programs on first day cov- 
ers at a local school. The program included making 
first day covers for the 1980 Indian Masks stamps 
issued the day of one of her programs. While Doris 
Gold retired as a cachetmaker at the end of 2017, 
she remains an AFDCS member and has donated 
much of her archives to the AFDCS Fundraising 
Auctions. 

An article by Ralph Nafziger starting on page 35 
highlighted Bob Moore, a contemporary Oregon 
cachet maker. At the time, Ralph lived in Burnsville, 
рни Minnesota. Today, Ralph is ће AFDCS Recording 
disucssed FDC programs at a local school. Secretary, living in Albany, Oregon. 
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Page 50 showed a photo from the 1980 convention 
of Professor Earl Planty with a very young-looking Jim 
Hogg (now the AFDCS First Vice President), who also 
had an article in the issue. Planty was honored at the 
convention for his pioneering work developing first 
day cover catalogues. The issue included a large ad for 
Planty's Inside Coverage publication. Speaking of ads, 
an ad on page 82 by David Cairns of Simi Valley, Cali- 
fornia advertised Dorothy Knapp handpainted first day 
covers for $70.00 each. 

One thing that hasn't changed - members were re- 
porting receiving damaged copies of First Days. A brief 
item on page 107 described how to obtain replacement 
copies. Today, a replacement copy (especially if one 
only receives the magazine cover) can be obtained by 
contacting the AFDCS Central Office, email afdcs@ 
afdcs.org. 

On page 123, a news item reported that Washing- 
ton Press had moved into new headquarters in Florham 
Park, New Jersey. When Washington Press discontin- 
ued operations, the building was sold and torn down in 
the spring of 2019. 

Finally, the membership update was three pages in 
length. Full addresses were provided for new members. 
Female members were still listed as "Miss" or “Mrs.” Al- 
most a full page ofthe membership update was address 
changes, something we no longer report. I did recog- 
nize a number of people who are still members, plus a 
few that sadly have passed away. 


THE сомРІЕТЕ DIGITIZED 


FIRST 
SAYS 


If you enjoy these looks at the past, be sure to obtain 
a copy of the First Days Archive, available as DVD or 
USB drive (order online at: www.afdcs.org/FDarchive. 
html. The Archive contains every issue of First Days 
from 1955 through 2019 in PDF format and is fully 
searchable. %0 


zm fmillerfdc@gmail.com 





70 First Days * January — February 2021 





Professor Planty compares notes with cachet- 
maker Jim Hogg. 


Figure 3. A photo on page 50 of the 
journal shows Professor Earl Planty 
and now AFDCS First Vice President 
Jim Hogg. 
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Figure 4. Advertising in 1981 totalled 
significantly more page space and in- 
cluded full pages like this one offering 
hand painted Dorothy Knapp covers. 


Washington Press 
New Headquarters... 


The Washington Press — producers of 
White Ace stamp albums and philatelic 
accessories, and creators of Artcraft 
engravings — has moved into its new 
headquarters in Florham Park, NJ. 

АП departments, with their ІШІ comple- 
ment of employees, are now functioning 
normally in their new and larger quarters — 
a complex of 35,000 square feet designed by 
Halsey and Ryder, architects of Basking 


Figure 5. Issue 150 reported on the 
new headquarters of Washington 
Press. 


AFDCS Auction Preview by Michael Litvak 


Auction Preview: Christmases Past 


With the holiday season just behind us, let's reminisce of Christmases past by looking 
at a few FDCs celebrating the holiday that will appear in the AFDCS Spring Auction 92. 

The artistic skill of the late Linda Geerlings is obvious in two hand-painted cachets for 
the 1991 five-stamp Christmas combination booklet of Santa Claus in different scenes 
(Scott #2581b-2585a). One of these covers shows Santa Claus reading a recently received 
letter and is serviced with two ofthe stamps (Figure 1). The remaining three stamps were 
serviced on the other cover depicting a quiet winter country scene (Figure 2). 








Figure 1 


Linda’s husband, Frans, is also a tal- 
ented cachetmaker. For the traditional 
and contemporary 1989 Christmas is- 
sues (Scott #2427-28), he created the 
hand-painted cachet of a horse-drawn 
carriage from bygone days seen in Fig- 
ure 3. 

For the same 1989 contemporary 
Christmas sleigh stamp, Colorano pro- 
duced two Santa Claus "Silk" cachets (Figures 4 and 5). One is serviced with a booklet pair, 
while the other with a sheet single. 

Al “Tag” Boerger (A.B.C.) is mostly well-known for servicing FDCs with luminescent 











Figure 2 


tagged stamps, all of which command a premium. Figure 6 shows his creation for the 1964 
Christmas tagged se-tenant plate block of 4 (Scott #1257b). 
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In Auction 92, there will 
be a section of hand-painted 
FDCs by Kaye, an unlisted 
cachetmaker in MelloneS First 
Day Cover Photo Encyclopedia 
of First Cachets Revealed. Fig- 
ure 7 illustrates one of two 
similarly hand-painted FDCs 
for the very first Christmas 
stamp issued by the USPS 
(Scott #1205). While one 
of the two cachets is darker 
than the other, the major difference 
is that one was painted on cardstock 
and adhered to the envelope. 

Fred Collins (Collins Cachets) 
produces hand-painted FDCs for 
every stamp issue beginning with 
the 1978 Quilts issue, and there are 
plenty of his covers in our Auction 
92. His FDC for the 1982 Christmas | 
block of four (Scott 420302) is seen Figure 4 
in Figure 8. 

Тһе 2005 AFDCS Court of Hon- 
or No. 25 FDC was designed by Dave 
Bennett (Bennett Cachetoons). It 
celebrates the 50% Anniversary ofthe 
AFDCS and is serviced with a com- 
bo of one of the Christmas Cookies 
stamps and the Gambia stamp which 
celebrates the same event (Figure 9). 

In case you hadn't heard, the AF- Figure 5 
DCS Auction 91 set a sales record, 
thanks to the quality of material and 





Figure 3 


Christmas 1989 
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Colorano "Silk" Cachet 


Christmas 1989 
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AFDCS Auction Donors by Michael Litvak 


2020 Auction Donations Finish Strong 


E spite of the challenges that 2020 brought (and the challenges that continue into the new 
year), many generous contributors made numerous donations of auction material during 
the last half of 2020. 

Donations were received from Allen Klein (28 Great Britain, British Commonwealth 
and UN FDCs), Alan Warren (3¢ Gunston Hall FDC sent to Dutch New Guinea, featured 
in First Days, June 2020), Robert Nelson (40 FDCs from 1950s and 1960s, mint sheet of 
the Project Mercury 4¢ stamp), Paul Thompson (1600+ FDCs from 1940s to 1990s, large 
quantity of mint postage and postal stationery), Denise Splan (limited edition St. Vincent 
mini-album honoring Barbara Streisand, 23-karat gold stamp replica), Foster Miller (16 
FDCs and event covers of 2020 issues with cachets by СЕС and CEC/FM, four 2020 Elec- 
tion Day event covers), Dr. John Batchman (about 260 FDCs from the 1940s to the present, 
seven ceremony programs and Black History souvenir pages), and Andrew Boyajian (28 
desirable FDCs from the 1920s and 1930s serviced on small Adam Bert envelopes). 

Other donations were made by Martin Severe (about 25 very desirable FDCs mostly 
with ArtCraft variety cachets including an ArtCraft First Cachet with a Washington Press 
stuffer card, set of three 1960 Rome Olympic Games covers from Ghana and four Special 
Delivery covers, personally designed Poppygun Cachets on 38 large FDCs for Scouting and 
Batman issues of 2010 and 2014, 11 Trump Inauguration covers, 20 FDC cards for Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout issues), Michael Lake (220+ US and foreign FDCs, including the ArtCraft 
First Cachet, ceremony programs, philatelic/numismatic covers, and oversized items), Elena 
Cornejo (18 personally designed FDCs for US and Ecuador stamps and postal stationery 
with pictorial and special cancels), AI Raddi (36 US and UN FDCs from 1930s to 1990s), 
Dick Thomas (65 FDCs from 1930s to 1990s with nice selection of cachets including Espen- 
shade cachets for 1938 Presidential Series, 13 covers celebrating Utah's Centenary of State- 
hood, 60 uncacheted small Adam Bert FD Cs from 1940s, ten maxicard FDCs for 1960s, 20 
US FDCs of 1970s), Joe Connolly (nine personally designed JC Cachets, 50 FDCs from 
1940s to 1980s with various cachets with autographs of politicians, celebrities, sports fig- 
ures and stamp designers all donated in memory of Al Starkweather), Pete Sarmiento (eight 
FDCs of 1962 Project Mercury issue with his add-on cachets, nine personally designed space 
topical FDCs, five oversized FDCs with RCA Corp. cachets, 11 mint and/or canceled sheets 
of Space-Topical stamps from Equatorial Guinea and Dominica), and Thomas Garrett 
(about 400 US FDCs from 1970s to present). ey 

Let's plan to make a successful start of 2021 for the Please send your donations to 
American First Day Cover Society by continuing the influx Dave Bennett, 14418 Miranda 
Street, Van Nuys, CA 91401- 
4232. For large donations, 
please email Dave before send- 
ing the materials: 
bennettoons@earthlink.net. 


of donations. You can support the benefits of your society 

by putting together a nice quantity of FDCs or other phil- 

atelic material and shipping your donation to the address 

shown. For large donations, please contact Dave first. 20 
x michael.litvak4@gmail.com 
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Chapter News by Foster Miller 


Chapter Coordinator Transition 


This will be my last column as chapter coordinator. D.A. Lux has been appointed as the 
new AFDCS Chapter Coordinator. Please send announcements of your chapter activities 
and newsletters to D.A. Lux, Box 1831, Allen, TX 75013-0062, email dalux2041 (9 gmail. 
com. Newsletters from the following chapters were received before I turned over the role 


to D.A. 






T h e Official Publication of the ACPS 
Ceremonial 





2021 LOVE FOREVER STAMP 
LAUNCHED IN LOVELAND 











The major news in the fourth quarter 2020 is- 
sue of The Ceremonial, published by the American 
Ceremony Program Society (ACPS, Chapter 58) 
is the announcement of the publication of the Cat- 
alogue of First Day Ceremony Programs, Events, and 
Souvenirs by David M. Rosenthal, the first new cer- 
emony program catalog since 1989. All programs 
in the 517-page catalog are illustrated in full color. 
The catalogue is available as a PDF download or a 
print on demand hardcopy (printed on three-hole 
punched paper). The PDF download is priced at 
$25.00 for ACPS members or $30.00 for non-mem- 
bers. Ihe print on demand version is priced at 
$35.00 for ACPS members or $40.00 for non-mem- 
bers. Please make checks payable to American Cer- 
emony Program Society (the full name is required) 


and send orders to John Peterson, 6987 Coleshill Drive, San Diego, CA 92119-1953. 
The issue also includes articles on the virtual first day ceremonies for the Thank You, 


Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Love 2021 stamps. Mi- 
chael Litvak’s Uncataloged column describes newly 
discovered programs for the 1978 American Trees 
block of four (a combination ceremony/event pro- 
gram for the annual meeting of the American For- 
estry Association) and for the 1980 Veterans Ad- 
ministration (VA) stamp (a second day dedication 
program for a tree planting in honor of the VA). 
Listings of 2020 US first day ceremony and virtual 
ceremonies are included. Chapter information is 
available from Mark Gereb, 555 North Ave #205, 
Fort Lee, NJ 07024-2419, email gereb@aol.com or 
on their website www.ceremonyprograms.org. 

The December 2020 issue of From Cover to Cov- 
er, published by the Art Cover Exchange (ACE, 
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Chapter 79) includes articles on the ACE Archives, illustrations of ACE mail (covers sent 
by ACE members to each other), images of 2021 US stamps, and a mini auction of covers 
from the late Thom Eggleston (ACE 242). The Cover of the Month is holiday cover pre- 


pared by Cal Breaux (ACE 183). 

The January 2021 issue solicits nominations for Cov- 
er and Member of the Year. ACE Secretary John Martin 
(ACE 343) shows his recent good experiences serving first 
day covers for the Bugs Bunny stamps. The issue includes 
another auction of covers donated from the estate of Thom 
Eggleston. The Cover of the Month is a Bugs Bunny first 
day cover sent by John Martin to David Evans (ACE 524). 

Ona personal note, I was surprised and honored in De- 
cember to receive honorary membership in ACE for my ef- 
forts promoting ACE in this column and on their Facebook 
page. I am now proud to be ACE 566. ACE information is 
available from Joseph Doles, 105 Lawson Road, Roches- 
ter, NY 14616-1444, email jdoles@rochester.rr.com or on 
their website www.artcoverexchange.org. 


u^ Sn» 
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On November 5, 2020 has been awarded the 
Status of Syonorary Member in the 
Ап Cover Exchange 
For bis many pears of promoting ACE in 
the pagrs of Firs Bays, Journal of the 
American First Day Cover Society 
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Тһе October-November 2020 issue of Reflections, 


published by the Ebony Society of Philatelic Events 
and Reflections (ESPER, Chapter 91) includes 
articles оп Andrea Pippins (designer of the 2020 
Kwanzaa stamp), Shirley Chisholm, John Lewis: The 
Man, and the USNS John Lewis: the ship. Numerous 
first day and event covers are illustrated in these articles. 
John Hotchners The Mailing Dimension column 
discusses collecting Errors, Freaks and Oddities 
on Black-Themed stamps. A short article on the 
Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor stamp notes that there 


were no Blacks 
on the Mayflower 
and provides 
information оп 
early mentions of Black people in the Plymouth colony. 
ESPER and other activities at the Virtual Stamp Show 
are reviewed and a Zoom screen shot of those of us 
attending ESPERS virtual annual meeting is shown. 
M. Rosina Major reviews childrens books with 
unique connections to stamps. Worldwide topical new 
issues are listed and illustrated. ESPER information 
is available from Don Neal, Box 5245, Somerset, NJ 
08875-5245, email esperdon@verizon.net or on their 
website www.esperstamps.org. Q69 
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Membership Report 


New Members & Changes 


New Members 


Cabay, Tony (29601) Oak Brook, IL by 
AFDCS 

Mayer, Daniel (29602) Sun Lakes, AZ by 
AFDCS 

Ashmore, Warren (29603) Liberty, SC by 
AFDCS 

Bresso, Michelle (29604) Bakersfield, CA by 
Dave Bennett 

Fazio, Frank P. (29605) Norwalk, CT by 
AFDCS 

Sobon, Paul (29606) Sanford, NC by 
AFDCS 

Calder, Bill (29607) Plymouth, MA by 
AFDCS 

Updegraff, David (29608) Glendale, AZ by 
AFDCS 

Barie, Michael J. (29609) Detroit, MI by 
AFDCS 

Carroll, John (29610) Perrineville, NJ by 
AFDCS 

Gallaway, Ben (29611) Kensington, MD 
by Allison Gallaway 

Lau, Stephen K. (29612) Atlanta, GA by 
Foster Miller 

Bowman, Paul (29613) Steubenville, OH 
by Jeffrey Vogel 

Hay, Dar (29614) Portola Valley, CA by 
AFDCS 

Vincent, Walter (29615) Brockton, MA by 
Carl Swain 

Cougnet, John (29616) New Freedom, PA 
by AFDCS 

Wiley, Chip (29617) Tampa, FL by AFDCS 

Macagnone, Charles (29618) Monroe 
Township, NJ by AFDCS 

Wilson, Michael (29619) West Des Moines, 
IA by Douglas Henkle 

Robinett, James (29620) Tucson, AZ by 
Jorge Cerezo 

Fury, Roger (29621) Brigantine, NJ by 
AFDCS 
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Feder, Don (29622) Framingham, MA by 
AFDCS 

Fischgrund, Herbert (29623) Palo Alto, CA 
by Jorge Cerezo 

Poleske, Lee (29624) Seward, AK by 
AFDCS 

Anderson, John Scott (29625) Watseka, IL 
by Bob Emrick 


Reinstatement 


Haggas, George (08385) Cape May, NJ by 
AFDCS 

Shenkle, Cathy (28993) Helena, MT by 
AFDCS 


Resignations 


Rominski, James (10226) 
Simonds, Linda (27840) 
Simonds, Steve (F27840) 


Membership Upgrades 


Gold 
Boardman, Lyle 
Dodge, Laurence 
Elledge, Stan 
Gallaway, Allison 
McClure, Peter 
Shenkle, Cathy 
Wood, Neilson 
Silver 

Bresso, Michelle 
Miller, Raymond 
Nix, Larry 
Place, Jackson 
Von Stonum, LA 
Wetson, Wendell 


Unable to Locate 


Hart, Keith (29439) 
Kovich, Frank R. (LM295) 
If you have information on either of the two 


above members, please contact the AFDCS 
Central Office (afdcs@afdcs.org). 
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Donation Honor Roll 


In Memory of Steve Brainerd Edward Buchanon 
Foster Miller Kevin Colton 
In Memory of Fred Gagliardi James Griffin 
Connecticut Cover Club Chapter #85 Robert Hall 
In Memory of Lois Hamilton William Hong 
Paul Williams Cliff Irving 
In Memory of Doug Kelse паа 
Allison Ed à d Кан Гапыр 
Daniel Mayer 
Endowment Fund Robert Motelow 
2. Robert Nicholas 
Catherine O'Connor (2) 
General Fund Carmine Pullafito 
Alfred Carriccia Robert Owens 


Sandra Carruthers Claude C. Ries Chapter #46 


Fred C. Sawyer Chapter #56 
Sheldon Schwartz 


Dave Curtis 
Dennis Duszak 


John Dykstra о 
Frank Fazio Julius Simmons 
Laurence Fusselman Armund Trivillino 
Knoxville Philatelic Society Shirley Ulling 
Ed Mendlowitz Bruce Wilkes 

Publication Fund 100 for $100.00 Campaign 
Warren Ashmore James Tatum 


Why should you support the American First Day Cover Society? 

Like most non-profit organizations, our dues do not cover all our expenses. Rather 
than raise dues and lose members, we're asking those who are able to help support the 
AFDCS. If you've donated in the past, we hope you will not only consider donating again, 
but increasing the amount. For example, if you previously donated $25, please consider 
raising your donation to $50. 

We have a number of donation programs listed at www.afdcs.org/ donate.html. You сап 
also donate by upgrading your membership to Gold and Silver levels. 

You may make your tax-deductible donation online via credit card. Alternatively, mail a 
check to AFDCS, PO Box 246, Colonial Beach, VA 22443-0246. АП contributions will be 
acknowledged in First Days. The American First Day Cover Society has been designated a 
nonprofit, S01(c) (3), organization by the Internal Revenue Service. Your donation is tax 
deductible to the fullest extent the law allows. 

Thank you for being one of many donors supporting the future ofthe AFDCS. Your gift 
is a truly invaluable investment in the hobby and the Society. 


78 First Days * January — February 2021 


Advertising with First Days 





Index of Advertisers 

AFDCS.... 11,31,37 
American Topical Assoc. ...25 
Anon E. Моџѕе..................... 13 
Appel, Will & Kathy ............. 9 
Autographs.Online .............. 31 
Bevil Cachets serisini 23 


Chinese Stamp Buyer.......... 31 


Collins FDCs 











FDCs Online... 39 Marshall Autographs .......... 33 
First Day Covers Online.....31 ^ McCusker, James T. ............ C2 
Fohn, Jane King .................... 33 МїШег,Ео${ег........................ 19 
Gitner, Henry... 7 Nowak, Marilyn J. ............... 31 
Gold Mine ....................... 15,17 Panda Cachets................ 40-41 
Goodman's Art Cachets....15 ^ Pittsburgh File & Box ......... 13 
Graebner Ch. 17 ......... 17,19,25 Ries СҺар{ег48...................... 
Н. R. Нагтпег....................... C4 Virtual Stamp Club 

Hardin; Terri... nn 5  Whit's Covers... 














Dragon Cards..................... Inaugurals.com ..................... 3I. Жи, ҚАП sss 

Dutch Country ... KSC Cachets.... 

Advertising Rates 
Size Dimensions (inches) Once 3 consecutive* 6 consecutive* 
Full Page 5x8 $148 $135 ($120) $120 ($105) 
3/4 vert. 5х6 $130 $117 ($104) $104 ($91) 
1/2 horiz. 5х3-15/16 $90 $81 ($72) $72 ($63) 
1/2 vert. 2-3/8x8 $90 $81 ($72) $72 ($63) 
1/4 horiz. 5x1-7/8 $55 $49.50 ($44) $44 ($38.50) 
1/4 vert. 2-3/8x3-15/16 $55 $49.50 ($44) $44 ($38.50) 
1/8 horiz. 2-3/8x 1-7/8 $35 $31.50 ($28) $28 ($24.50) 
1/16 horiz. 2-3/8x 15/16 $20 $18 ($16) $16 ($14) 


* Prices in parentheses are base prices discounted 10% for payment with order or for the entire contract. 





2021 First Days Production Schedule 





























January — February 2021 e 











Articles & Production Projected Projected 

Issue No. & Columns | Ads Due to Final Ads | Closed - Issue Mailing Delivery 
Cover Date Due Ad Manager | to Editor | Posted Online Date Date 
457 February February February March March April 
March-April 19th 1Sth 19th 8th 19th 2nd 
458 April March April April April May 
May-June 2nd 29th 2nd 19th 30th 14th 
459 June May June June July July 
July-August 4th 31st 4th 21st 2nd 19th 

460 August August August August September | September 
Sept-October 6th 2nd 6th 23rd 3rd 17th 

461 October September October October October November 
Nov-Dec Ist 27th Ist 18th 29th 12th 

462 November | November November December December January 
Jan-Feb 2022 26th 22nd 26th 15th 24th 17th, 2022 


First Days 
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Recruit New Members Today! 


CAN, Current AFDCS members are our best recruiting tool. Make sure that 
Ч first day cover collecting friends and dealers are members. If not, give 
them a copy of this application. For each new member that you propose, 
you will receive a $2.00 AFDCS recruiting coupon, good toward AFDCS 
goods and services (including dues). Sign up a new member today. 


ұм 
SS 


=> 
y 





^ 
Fx луб 


е C < 
Oven «оС 


This form may be reproduced in newsletters, price lists and show programs. 


AMERICAN FIRST DAY COVER SOCIETY 
Membership Application 


Date: 
Status: O New Member 
П Reinstatement/Old AFDCS # 
Туре: О Regular $35 О Junior $20 О International $100 О Family *$3 each* 
О Online $24 О Silver $60 О Gold $100 П Three-Year $100 








Print the following information as you want it to appear in the AFDCS's official records. 
First Name Middle Initial ^ | Last Name 

Street or POB 

City State ZIP 

Email Country 


Age (if under 18) 


* Additional family members: 
Note: family memberships do not receive additional subscriptions to First Days. 


1 agree to abide by the rules and bylaws of the AFDCS. 
Signature: 





Proposed by First Days or member (optional) AFDCS# 


All members, except online members, receive six issues of First Days per year by mail. 
All members have access to the online version of First Days. Online members have 
access to the online version only. Submit your dues with your application or join online 
at the secure AFDCS website. Make US fund checks and money orders payable to 
AFDCS. PayPal (preferred), Mastercard, VISA and American Express and payments 
are also accepted. 
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When you are ready to 
liquidate your collection- 





We are at your service! 
U.S. ок WORLDWIDE STAMPS 
Corns 


HISTORICAL/ Sports 
RELATED MEMORABILIA 


CURRENCY 
COVERS 


Posrcanps © More! 


www.dutchcountryauctions.com 


302-478-8740 • auctions@dutchcountryauctions.com 
4115 Concord Pike, 2”4 Floor « Wilmington, DE 19803 





POSTMASTER SEND FORM 3579 TO PO BOX 246, COLONIAL BEACH, VA 22443-0246 PERIODICAL 


H.R.HARMER 


EST · 1940 


FINE STAMP AUCTIONS 





Alfred H. Caspary 


Alfred E. Lichtenstein 





Franklin D. Roosevelt 


When it comes to buying or selling rare 
first day covers, we hope that H.R. Harmer 
1s the first name that comes to mind. 





A first day cover from 1851, 
to be offered as part of the 
Provera Collection in June 2021 





45 Rockefeller Plaza www.hrharmer.com 


630 Fifth Avenue : Suite 2607 +1 (929) 436-2800 
New York, New York > 10111 info(ghrharmer.com 
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2020 AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest Insert 





Please make sure you read and follow all contest rules 


Entries will be accepted only from American First Day Cover Society members in good standing. 

It is assumed that all legal requirements have been met by the cachetmaker. Any cachet that has the 
appearance of being artwork that is not original or in the public domain must have proof of original- 
ity or licensing consent or it will not be accepted. 

Each entry must have the actual cover submitted with an entry form. One fee, one cover, and one en- 
try form is required for each entry. If the cover is to be donated to the AFDCS Fundraising Auction, 
the entry fee is $5 for each cover entered; otherwise the fee is $10. In the case of se-tenant and Rook- 
ie ofthe Year sets, one entry fee will be sufficient for the entire set. If a single from a se-tenant set is 
entered in another category, a separate cover, fee, and entry form is required for the second category. 
The junior category entry fee is $2 and the cover will be returned. Fees can be paid by MasterCard, 
Visa, American Express, or by a check made payable to the AFDCS, drawn in US funds and from a 
US bank. 

Any cover that has been entered in the wrong category will be disqualified and returned. The chair- 
person may, at his or her discretion, place it in the correct category if such category is obvious from 
the information provided. The chair will attempt to notify the cachetmaker of the change. 

At least 10 identical cachets must exist for each cover entered. Smaller editions will not be accepted 
in any category except Noncommercial and Youth. 

Entries will be accepted in the two junior categories if the entrant is a member of the AFDCS or is 
a relative (child, grandchild, niece/nephew, etc.) of an AFDCS member. In addition to the usual 
awards, junior category winners will receive a one year junior AFDCS membership (or a one year 
membership extension). 

Entries will include only those covers postmarked during the 2020 year. All covers must bear 
enough postage to pay a legitimate rate and to be carried by the postal service issuing the stamp. 
Entries submitted for every category, except the Federal & State Duck category, are not restricted 
to USPS- issued stamps and сап be first day covers from any legitimate postal service. Covers may 
include combo stamps to support the theme of the stamp or event. Except for combos, all postage 
must receive a cancel from the country issuing the stamp. 

А category that receives entries from fewer than four cachetmakers for two years in a row will be put 
on probation the following year. If the number of entrants is fewer than four during the third year, 
the category will be dropped from the contest. No categories are on probation this year. 

On the back of the entry form, cachetmakers must write a brief description of the cover, to include 
method of production, quantity made and type of art. This information is helpful to the judges and 
for writing lot descriptions for the AFDCS Fundraising Auction. 

The Top Cachet Award will be selected by the judges from among the winners of all categories. Only 
category winners are eligible for this award. The Top Cachet Award cannot be won by the same ca- 
chetmaker two years in a row. 

No cachetmaker will be eligible to win the Rookie of the Year more than once. Rookie of the Year 
can only be entered the first year a cachetmaker starts producing FDCs and the year following his/ 
her first year of production. First and second place will go to different individuals. Cachetmakers are 
eligible to enter any of the other categories every year. 

Winners will be announced at the awards ceremony at Americover, the annual AFDCS convention. 
Awards this year will be named First and Second place. No results will be available until that time. 
АП entries must be postmarked by Friday, April 16, 2021. The chairperson and/or judges shall 
retain the right, exercised in good faith, to disqualify any entry. 

Entries in Categories 1-12 must be first day covers. 
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2020 AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest Categories 


Handdrawn/Handpainted — A cover, strictly handdrawn and handpainted where no means of me- 
chanical or electronic production has been used. 

Handpainted/Printed from Original Art — A cover where mechanical or electronic reproduction 
has been used. However, each cover is individually handcolored and the design is original and execut- 
ed specifically for the cover. 

Handpainted/Printed Nonoriginal Art — A cover where mechanical or electronic reproduction 
has been used; however each cover is then individually handcolored and the design is not original to 
the cachetmaker. 

Handpainted/Mechanically Reproduced — Artwork created by/for the cachetmaker and me- 
chanically reproduced by any method. 

Single Color Printed Art (also black and white) — A cover produced using only one color on a 
printing press, not on a computer or copier. Note: A single color is one color. The use of screening in 
the printing process is acceptable as long as there is a single pass on the press using only one color. 
Multicolor Printed Art — A cover produced on a printing press, not on a computer or copier, using 
two colors or more. 

Single Color Computer or Copier Art (also black and white) — A cover produced using only one 
color on a computer or copier, not on a printing press. Note: A single color is one color. The use of 
different transparencies to achieve the same effect as screening in offset printing is acceptable as long 
as only a single color is used. 

Two or More Colors Computer or Copier Art — A cover with two or more colors that is produced 
on a computer printer or color copier. 

Miscellaneous Media — A cover with a cachet made by any of several printing methods, such as 
wood block, silk screen, attached metallic plates, coins, medallions, photographs, printed cutouts, 
labels, etc. Any method of cachetmaking not described above would be acceptable. 


. Federal and State Duck — This category includes both federal and state Duck stamps issued during 


the contest year. Any method of artwork or reproduction will be accepted. 


. Esoteric — This category includes a broad spectrum of esoteric items, including anything unusual in 


design, theme, format, shape or materials used to make an unusual, out-of-the-ordinary type of cover. 


. Se-tenant — One or more covers bearing stamps from a se-tenant issue. This category is open to all 


forms of production. All the stamps must be used on one or more covers and all the covers must be 
submitted. 

Noncommercial — A cover that was not produced for commercial sale. This category is included to 
highlight the talents of individuals who produce covers in limited numbers for their own purposes, 
as opposed to being for sale to the public. The category is open to all forms of production and is not 
limited to covers where 10 or more have been produced. 

Events — This category is open to all forms of production and includes items such as holidays, stamp 
show events, military events, political covers, death covers, etc. These covers need not contain a first 
day date. The event and event postmark must have occurred in the year indicated by the contest title. 
Entries are not restricted to USPS-issued stamps and can be event covers from any legitimate postal 
service. Covers may include combo stamps to support the theme ofthe stamp or event. 

Foreign — This category is open to all forms of production and may include first day and event cov- 
ers cancelled in any country other than the United States. 

Rookie of the Year — This category welcomes new cachetmakers (not a cachet line) who have be- 
gun commercial production within the past two calendar years. At least three different covers must 
be submitted 

Juniors Age 10 and younger — These covers may be one-of-a-kind. 

Juniors Age 11 to 17 — These covers may be one-of-a-kind. 

Top Cachet Award — Тһе judges will select the best cover from among the winning covers in the 
above categories and this cover will be awarded "Ihe Top Cachet Award" (See Rule 10). 
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2020 AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest Entry Form 





Entries must be postmarked by Friday, April 16, 2021 


To be completed by the person entering the contest. Please photocopy this form for additional entries. 














Last Name First Name AFDCS Number 
Street or PO Address 

City State ZIP/Postal Code Country 
Phone E-mail 


Cachetmaker information (if different from entrant). 





Name of Cachet Line 





Cachetmaker name if different from entrant AFDCS Number 





You must describe your cachet on the back of this entry form. 





SIGNATURE — Signing this form acknowledges that you have read, understand and have followed 
all the rules of the contest appearing with this entry form. 





Category Scott Number and Issue Name Retail Value 


If your cachet or art image likeness is licensed, or is proprietary art, please indicate that you have ob- 
tained the proper licensing compliance by signing and dating here: 





Entry Fee (Circle One) 
$5 $10 $2 
Cover donated to Cover returned Junior category 
society auction to entrant Cover returned 


Entry fees can be paid by check, written in US funds from a US bank, made payable to AFDCS. To make 
payment online, go to www.afdcs.org / entryfee. 


Complete this form and send with entry fee to: 
Rick Gibson, AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest 
432 180th Ave, Somerset, WI 54025 | email: smokeynav@comcast.net 
Please do not send your entry with “Signature Required,” this will delay delivery and entry. 
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2020 AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest Entry Form 


Entries must be postmarked by Friday, April 16, 2021 
Complete all information on the other side. 
Please photocopy this form for additional entries. 


Use this side to describe your cachet. Descriptions will be used by judges and for de- 
scribing your cover in the AFDCS Fundraising auction. The contest judges have requested 
the following information. Please check all that apply. 


O The images and artwork are original to the cachetmaker. 

O The images are not original to the cachetmaker and are in the public domain or writ- 
ten permission has been granted for their use. 

O The artwork is not original to the cachetmaker and are in the public domain or written 

















permission has been granted for their use. Number of covers produced: 


Describe how your cachet was produced: 


Official AFDCS Cachetmakers Contest Judging Criteria 


Judges will approach their task with the understanding that this is a first day/event 
cover award. Тһеіг goal will be to select the best illustrated cover in each of the contest 
categories using the criteria stated below. The decision of the judges is final. 

Each cover will be awarded points in each of the five criteria listed below. The cover 
with the highest number of points wins the category. Ties for the winning cover in a con- 
test category will be broken by vote of the judges. The Top Cachet Award will be chosen 
from among the winning covers in the individual categories. 

The categories will be weighted as to importance. The percentage weight given to each 
category's awarded points is shown after the category description. 


1. Cachet's impact on enhancing the theme of the stamp or event (4096) 

2. Overall Impact: The immediate reaction to the cover (2596) 

3. Use of art, color and/or design to enhance the cover's impact (1596) 

4. Ingenuity: Skill or cleverness in design, i.e., use of text, and/or special cancels and/ 
or combo stamps and/or imaginative and/or creative designs. For purposes of 
this category, the overall submission will be considered including any additional 
material provided on the back ofthe cover or as an insert. (1096) 

Technical details and craftsmanship of the work (1096) 


өл 
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